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vi Considers Tougher St on Zhiri ki 
isa 

AU3012103593 Vienna DIE PRESSE in German 30 Dec 93 
pl 


[“st”-attributed report: “Zhirinovskiy Causes New Turmoil”™] 


[Text] Vienna—Afiter Bulgaria expelled the Russian 
nationalist leader Vladimir Zhirinovskiy because he 
insulted the state president, and after Bonn denied the 
politician entry to Berlin, Austria is also considering 
adopting a tougher position. 


The Austrian Embassy in Moscow has been instructed to 
contact the Interior Ministry immediately if Zhiri- 
novskiy should again apply for a visa for Austria. A 
corresponding decree was issued on Wednesday [29 
December]. 


Legally, it is possible to deny Zhirinovskiy a visa, legal 
experts stated, referring to the so-called general clause in 
the aliens law. Thus, persons who might endanger public 
peace, security, or order may be denied visas. This rule 
might be applied to the nationalist leader. 


—* Pangalos, Mock View EU Accession 
s 


AU2912142293 Vienna WIENER ZEITUNG in 
German 29 Dec 93 p 1 


AUSTRIA 1 


[Unattributed report: “Talks With the European Union 
Should Be Concluded by March” ] 


[Text] Austria’s negotiations with the European Union 
could and should be completed by the end of February or 
beginning of March 1994. 


This was announced jointly by Greek Minister for Euro- 
pean Affairs Theodhoros Pangalos, and Foreign Minister 
Alois Mock at a news conference in Vienna on Tuesday 
{28 December]. After a long meeting, the two politicians 
described the transit agreement, agriculture, and sec- 
ondary residences as the main problems. Still, they 
expressed the hope that these issues can be settled on a 
timely basis. Pangalos underlined Greece's support for 
Austria’s membership in the European Union. At the 
same time, he pointed out that elections to the European 
Parliament will take place next year, and that the nego- 
tiations should be concluded by the end of February or 
the beginning of March, that is, before the dissolution of 
parliament. To intensify talks, Pangalos suggested close 
contacts among the politicians, including at the level of 
heads of government. 


Referring to the transit issue, Pangalos stressed his 
country’s interest in a solution to this problem between 
the members of the European Union and Austria. Yet he 
avoided answering the question as to whether the agree- 
ment would be taken over without any changes. 











2 UNITED KINGDOM 


IRA Wants Peace; ‘Struggle’ To Continue 


LD2912181193 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
English 1730 GMT 29 Dec 93 


[By Deric Henderson, Press Association] 


[Excerpt] The IRA tonight insisted it wanted peace but 
refused to give up its “struggle” for self-determination. 
In its first major statement since the signing of the 
Downing Sireet peace declaration, the IRA said Britain 
held the key to lasting peace in Ireland but if the will 
existed, there was real hope it could be established. 


Deep reservations within the Republican movement 
about the agreement forged by John Major and Albert 
Reynolds have been confirmed following a meeting 
involving some prisoners out on Christmas parole. 
Although there was no outright rejection, not a single 
voice among a crowd of more than 400 was raised in 
support of the document as it now stands. It could be 
several weeks yet before they decide if the shooting is to 
stop to enable Sinn Fein representatives to have explor- 
atory talks with the Government. 


Mr Major and the Republic's Premier Mr Albert Rey- 
nolds have made it clear there could be no negotiations 
until the violence ended. But the IRA said that was still 
a matter for the British. Their New Year message said: 
“Our struggle has endured and outlasted one British 
offensive after another. It remains solid and instant. The 
right of the Irish people to national self-determination 
and the question of lasting peace are inextricably linked. 


“The British Government holds the key tc peace. The 
IRA wants peace. If the political will exists or can be 
created, then there is a real hope that a basis for peace 
can be established. It is our desire that it should be. 


“The IRA reiterates its determination and the determi- 
nation of our activists and supporters to see a just and 
lasting peace established in Ireland. No-one should 
doubt our determination.” 


Sinn Fein has begun a wide-scale consultative process on 
both sides of the Irish border to prepare a definitive 
response to the December 15 agreement. [passage 
omitted] 
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oe vee No “Knee-Jerk Acceptance’ of Peace 


PM2912155493 London THE DAILY TELEGRAPH in 
English 29 Dec 93 p 2 


[Richard Savill report: “Sinn Fein Stalls on Peace Plan 
Verdict] 


[Text] Belfas\—IRISH republicans will not be pressed 
into “knee-jerk acceptance” of the Downing Steet peace 
declaration on Ulster, Mr Martin McGuinness, Sinn 
Fein vice-president, said yesterday. 


He dismissed hopes that the republican movement could 
finish its consultations on the peace plan before the end 
of January, and called again for direct talks with Dublin 
and London. 


His remarks came as several people, including four 
children under seven, were treated for shock after a 
bomb attack on a west Belfast poice station. The attack 
in Springfield Road was the second on an RUC [Royal 
Ulster Consiabulary] base since the IRA ended its 
Christmas Truce on Boxing Day. 


The attacks suggest the IRA will continue violence while 
republicans consider the peace initiative. British and 
Irish officials rule out dialogue with Sinn Fein until the 
violence ends. But Mr McGuiness said “real, meaning- 
ful” talks without preconditions would be “the natural 
next step.” 


Interviewed by the Cork EXAMINER, Mr McGuiness 
said the central question for Sinn Fein was whether the 
declaration “means that at the end of the process, the 
British Government will disengage militarily and politi- 
cally from the island”. 


Meanwhile, a loyalist killer freed on Christmas leave said 
he was “happy enough” with the declaration and with 
Mr Major's assurances that Whitehall would not join the 


Billy Giles, 36, who was sentenced to life in 1982 for the 
murder of a Roman Catholic, said loyalist inmates in the 
Maze were continuing to assess the document, but initial 
reaction was favourabie. 


“People were saying it looks like a fair deal,” he said. “I 
don't think there is anything in it that would make a 
military commander order a fellow to kill.” 


The views of loyalist prisoners are expected to be con- 
veyed to the “Combined Loyalist Military Command” 
by the end of next week. 


Loyalist paramilitaries have said they will continue thei 
fight in the absence of any response to the declaration 
from the Provisionals. 
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* Commentaries on New Quebec Political Party 


Move Seen as ‘Illogical’ 
94ES0186A Montreal LE DEVOIR in French 
23 Nov 93 pp A-1 & unnumbered . 


[Commentary by Gilles Lesage: “Third Option or Dead- 
End?”"} 


[Text] Mario Dumont’s impatience confuses more than it 
clarifies the political debate. 


The resolution adopted on Sunday [21 November] by the 
Youth Option Forum is so convoluted that being sure of 
understanding it may not be easy. On the one hand, the 
young dissidents, most of whom are former liberals, are 
pleading for a complete change of ideas and the rejuve- 
nation of the Quebecer political scene, which is a per- 
fectly legitimate desire. On the other hand, to elevate the 
debate, they want to create another political party—the 
elusive third option—while keeping the Fo:um’'s polit- 
ical integrity. 

Let anyone able to do so understand this lame compro- 
mise hastily formulated to placate those who are already 
actually committed to party action, and those who, more 
cautious, fear that the planned PAQ [Quebec Action 
Party] will not be the middie-of-the-road path between 
the PLQ [Quebec Liberal Party] and the PQ [Parti 
Quebecois}, but that it will be the path to nowhere. 


What is clear, however, is the somewhat suspicious haste 
of Mario Dumont, the Young Liberals’ former president, 
to fight from now on on the mastodons of Daniel 
Johnson and Jacques Parizeau. With a disconcerting 
fervor and ease, the Forum president, who is extremely 
influenced by his former chief Bourassa, strings baffling 
keywords and biting slogans together. Already prisoner 
of his deceptive arguments, he does not miss a single one. 
Reelecting Johnson would be tantamount to catching 
pneumonia, but electing Parizeau would be even worse, 
tantamount to having cancer. 


There have been better ways to heighten the quality of 
the electoral debate. But let us not be too strict. The 
ground must be cleared to keep the fire from spreading. 
What is less pardonable, however, is that Dumont and 
his friends appear unaware not only that their “option” 
can be the immediate cause cf an enormous and frightful 
illusion, but that, more than anything else, they run the 
risk of postponing indefinitely the very thing which they 
are pretending to oppose in the “old” parties. 


The guru of these young people is very much aware of 
this. In fact, Jean Allaire is warning them against exces- 
sive haste. His suggestion to them /5 thet ernrecein + their 
views in organizations that siand wove any par.) bias 
would be a better way. The former president of the PLQ 
Legal Committee declared sensibly: “Time is on your 
side. You will survive the political parties. Avoid letting 
impatience and frustration take you on the wrong 
paths.” 


CANADA 3 


But no. Already contaminated by the shortsighted party 
virus, Dumont and his flock have nothing more urgent t~ 
do than to play the wet blankets ir the electoral arena. As 
though, a few months away from the general elections, 
they had the human and financial resources, the neces- 
sary time and organization to change the course of events 
in the direction of their presumed idea! and legitimate 
aspirations. At the very moment when chones are begin- 
ning to become clearer, Dumont and his followers are 
likely to get the Quebecers entangled more deeply than 
¢ver in their contentious constitutional issues, when they 
should be leading them toward dealing with those issues 
as quickly as possible. 


In his recent open letter to Allaire, Roger Nicolet, the 
president of the UMRCQ [Quebec Union of Regional 
County Municipalities}, pinpoints well the dangers of a 
hypothetical third option. “Willy-nilly, .a the current 
Quebecer context, the influence of third parties would be 
harmful as it would not be a real influence expressed by 
a significant presence in the National Assembly. 
Whether or not you wanted it, your stand in favor of 
sovereignty, as shaded as it may be, placed you on the 
same side of the constitutional fence as the Parti Quebe- 
cois. In the certainly very brutal context of the 1994 
election, the majority of the votes that you might be able 
to garner can only come from this party, or, at least, from 
those undecided voters more likely to support it.” 


Like other members of the \‘uebec Deliberation Group 
convened by Allaire and Dumont, Nicolet has excetlent 
reasons for disassociating himself from the political 
maneuvers which the young rebels want to tackle head 
on. Ilogical, ill-timed, and premature, their action would 
in fact only strengthen the forces favorable to the status 
at the constitutional level. They are pleading for “a 
responsible Quebec,” according to the lofty title they 
gave the study document made public at the beginning of 
this month. This implies that instead of dodging the 
issue and delaying inescapable decisions, no matter how 
agonizing, the Quebecers no longer can bury their head 
in the sand. 


This week, the Allaire-Dumont group will be conducting 
mectings to reflect on its manifesto. Its organizers regret 
that all eyes are being focused on the constitutional 
chapter, whereas there are six others just as important. It 
is probably an additional sign that, tired of skirting the 
issue and settling for a shortsighted administration, the 
Quebecers are prepared to have the original decisions 
placed squarely before the public. 


According to Laurent Laplante, creating a useless party 
is not the only escape remaining to Allaire, avoidance is. 
He seems to have finally understood this. Who can 
convince his young disciple Dumont that it is so”? 


Leader Judged Hasty 
94ESO0186B Quebec LE SOLEIL in French 
23 Nov 93 p A-8 


{Commentary by Michel David: “The Little Prince] 











4 CANADA 


[Text] “Please, draw me a sheep,” asked Saint Exupery’s 
Little Prince. In Mario Dumont's case, it would be more 
likely: “Draw me a party.” Late last week, the members 
of the Youth Option Forum balked a little, but finaily 
agreed to draw one for him. 


Whether we agree or disagree, we must acknowledge that 
Mario and his apparatchiks made some gocd moves 
when the debate appeared to turn to their disadvantage. 
They have gone to the PLQ school and learned how to 
manipulate an assembly. 


Their amendment concerning the “political integrity” of 
the Forum was worthy of Robert Bourassa’s most beau- 
tiful turnabout. Just think about it: Its president is 
walking around the four corners of Quebec demanding 
the creation of a new party, of which he will obviously be 
one of the presidents, but the Forum will remain neutral! 
There are limits to taking people for suckers. “Let us not 
worry about things that are not worth it,” protest; Mano. 
It is as though we were hearing the other one. 


A Bourassa disciple to his fingertips, Dumont offered the 
same type of demagogic arguments as the prime minister 
to the objections of the members of Jean Allaire’s 
deliberation group, who reject the idea of creating a new 
party prior to the elections. According to him, they are 
“old guys” who understand nothing of young people's 


it can be easily understood that young people do not 
recognize themselves in the traditional parties. | know 
many “old guys” who cannot sort things out either. For 
the generation of those who experi neither the 
1980 referendum nor the 1982 constitutional coup, the 
PQ's “obsession” with sovereignty can also appear obso- 
lete. 


Employment is the younger generation's obsession. We 
can even wonder if Maro and his friends are not simply 
trying to create permanent employment for themselves 
with their new party. In Mario's case, it is clear that he is 
missing the limelight. 


For the first time on Sunday [21 November], I saw him 
being challenged by members of his group. A represen- 
tative from the Saguenay county was applauded when he 
took him to task for monopolizing the mecting. “It is 
necessary to show that you are not the only one, that the 
Forum is a team..,” he declared. Come to think of it, do 
you know a single other member of the tearn? (No, Jean 
Allaire is not part of it). 


It is true that he is in a peculiar situation, insofar as the 
great majority of the members have never had the 
opportunity to express their opinion concerning his 
leadership. When the Forum was officially created last 
July, only a handful of survivors of the PLQ’s Youth 
Committee made up the membership, and Mario was 
clected without opposition. Since the Forum was, in fact, 
his creation, at no time did anyone think of opposing bis 
presidency. 
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But since then, the membership has tripled and the 
newcomers are not all former liberals. They did not 
participate in the debate on the Allaire report, which the 
people excluded from the PLQ liken to Mao's “Long 
March.” For the newcomers, Mario its not the Little 
Prince. 

“I am sorry, I for one did not vote for Mario Dumont,” 
declared a female student from the University of Mont- 
real during a workshop, the moderator of which was 
obviously trying less to ensure the smooth running of the 
debates than to convince the participants of the sound- 
ness of the leader's ideas. 


Another member complained of being kept in the dark 
about what was being decided at the top. He had the 
feeling that he was there only to rubber-stamp decisions 
that had already been made. There also was the feeling in 
the plenary assembly that there were two rules: One more 
flexible for Mario and his friends, one more rigid for his 
opponents. The same good old liberal techniques. 


Two young people seated directly behind me were won- 
dering if they had not been manipulated right from the 
start. To be sure, Mario had never concealed his desire to 
create a new party, but had he created the Youth Option 
Forum simply as a springboard for himself? 


By a curious revenge of fate, the creation of a new party 
has become an issue as crucial to his leadership as the 
Charlottetown Agreement had been for Robert 
Bourassa’s party. Heaven knows he had condemned this 
personification at the time. 


“Men have forgotten this truth,” said the fox to the Little 
Prince. “But you must not forget it. You become forever 


responsible for what you have tamed. You are respon- 
sible for your rose...” 


In the summer of 1992, when they joined Jean Allaire in 
opposing the PLQ, Mario Dumont succeeded in taming 
a large portion of the Quebecer population that was 
beginning to doubt the poss bility of going ito politics 
while keeping one’s principles. His rose was the credi- 
bility that his courage and disinterested action won him. 


He is burning himself out through his desire to go too 
fast. It would be a shame, for he is tremendously tal- 
ented. If | were him, | woul 30 get a doctorate in Europe 
or in the United States. At 23. he has his whole life to go 
into politics. li also is not bad to take time off to think. 


Confusion Seen Result 


94ES0186C Montreal LA PRESSE in French 23 Now 
93 pp B-3 & unnumbered 


[Commentary by Lysian Gagnon: “The Path to Confu- 
sion”) 


[Text] A haunting issue: What exactly do supporters of 
Allaire and Dumont want? What would their party do 
that the PQ or the PLQ could ot do” 
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Let us first pinpoint the deceptive arguments. The 
“thinkers” of the “third option™ are reiterating in all the 
meetings that what differentiates them the most from the 
Parti Quebecois is, first, that they for one do not see 
sovereignty as a remedy; and second, that they for one 
have a real plan for society. 


The first fallacy is the result of either ignorance or 
dishonesty. 


Under all of its leaders, Jacques Parizeau as well as Rene 
Levesque, the PQ had never stated anything other than 
this: Far from being a remedy, the recovery of powers is 
nothing but a plan to implement various policies. The 
PQ never presented independence as a miracle solution, 
not even as the single goal of its political action. 


The second fallacy is the result of either ignorance or 
unfathomable arrogance. 


Let us recall for those who may still not know it that, 
since the day of its creation, the PQ has produced *> 
many “plans for society” that these texts joined end to 
end would circle the world ten times. Spurred on by this 
example, the PLQ then began to do the same, at .cast 
during preelection periods. In short, lack of a program is 
the last thing that can be blamed on the existing parties! 


To be sure, the report of the deliberating group, which 
has served this embryonic “third option” as a plan for 
society, is brimming with goodwill, but we can seck 
vainly for the shadow of a “renewal” in this collection of 
platitudes, redundancies, and ideas that have been 
around for years in political and university circles. 


“Making society accountable,” improving public 
finances, doing more with less, “targeting and limiting 
state interventions,” reducing regulations, making man- 
agement more overt, protecting the environment, 
opening a single window for export, setting up a guaran- 
teed minimum wage system, involving citizens in the 
reaching of health decisions, favoring home care, making 
the CLSC the entrance gate of the health system, etc.—so 
many iieas that for years have been expressed every- 
where, within the PLQ as much as within the PQ. 


The young Mario Dumont wants to be the herald of the 
young people who are poorly served, so he pretends, by 
parties like the PQ with its program “reminiscent of the 
sixties and the seventies...” Yet, when reading the 
chapter on education, probably entirely written by the 
philosopher Jacques Dufresne, we only find a return to 
the severity, discipline, and traditional values of 
hur.nism. There is nothing in it that is substantially 
different from the thinking of “the old timers of the 
classical course,” such as Jacques Parizeau, Lucienne 
Robillard, and Daniel Johnson. 


The same is true for the proposals concerning political 
democratization, which have been laying ound for 
years. 


Independent votes, the systematic return to consulia- 
tions of the people, the revalorization of the deputy’s 


CANADA 5 


Western world, ani people more experienced than 


into the void, that is to say, the space between the two 
chairs where the Allaire supporiers invite the good 
people to sit. 


Void and confusion, as in this paragraph: “Quebec's 
political and constitutional future can only be under- 
stood within a movement, a perception which transcends 
the vision of a majority, even if development takes shape 
on the basis of this majority.” [as published] 


Once again, we find in this report the same mental 
confusion that was the principal factor of the Allaire 
report, the same complacent ignorance about what ts 
happening outside the Quebec region. Thus, in his pre- 
sentation, Allaire remarked that his eroup “has duly 
noted that outside of the Quebec region, the true feder- 
alists are becoming fewer and fewer in number.” Oh 
yeah? Where in the world did his group pick that up? 


Like the Allaire report, the Quebec Deliberation Group 
is restructuring on paper the whole of Canada, as though 
the rest of the country could possibly be interested. Like 
the Allaire report, which compared “the Quebecer model 
of development” to the Japanese one, this report is 
already seeing the day when the Quebec region, having 
applied the precepts of the Allaire and all other Dumont 
followers, “will offer a model of socioeconomic and 
political development appealing to many countries on all 
the continents.” 


Neither sovereignty advocates nor federalists, “confed- 
eralists” the las’ we heard, Jean Allaire and his followers 
are still convinced that the rest of Canada will accept 
good-naturedly the surrender of its power to a province 
which represents one-fourth of the population and which 
did not even have to go through the sovereignty stage. 
They continue to stir about the intellectual swamp, 
clinging to the shaky buoy of a report that no one took 
seriously—and for good reason—not even the liberals 
who had voted for it, and particularly not the English- 
speaking Canada that it was supposed to frighten. 














n CANADA 


With regard to the “third option,” mental confusion is 
visibly increasing. Mario Dumont says that he still 
prefers the PLO to the PQ. Why? Because he ts afraid 
that the PQ will lose his referendum on sovereignty! 


This past weekend, his Youth Option Forum group 
decided to support the creation of a third political party 
without, however, compromising his independence (') 
and only to “elevate the debate.” in other words to 
prejudice the others. 
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As for Allaire, he declared himself a federalist. But he 
favors a confederative formula that can only happen if 
the Quebec region becomes sovereign. So, here we have 
a federalist who favors sovereignty. However, specifies 
our thinker, sovereignty must not occur before the 


Quebec region impiements the socioeconomic program 
of the Allaire group. 


The performance, which at first was pitiful, is beginning 
to become openly entertaining. 
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Kohi Views 1993 Achievements, 1994 Tasks 


AU2912144793 Bonn BULLETIN in German No. 
114723 Dec 93 pp 1253, 1254 


[Statement by Chancellor Heimut Kohi at a news con- 
ference in Bonn on 16 Deceraber] 


[Text] At the end of this event-filled year, 1 would like to 
look back with you and also give you an overview of the 
Federal Government's work next year. If you want to get 
important details of the 1993 balance sheet, I refer you to 
a written document, which you will be given after the 
news conference. It shows to what extent the coalition of 
Christian Democratic Union, Christian Social Union, 
and Free Democratic Party of Germany has successfully 
coped with an enormous workload once again in 1993. 


The conclusion of the GATT talks, which took place 
yesterday, 1s the most comprehensive liberalization 
package of the past decades. General ieadiness for com- 
promise was the basis for this great success. In particular, 
in the current econ mic situation the successful conclu- 
sion of the Uruguay Round is a worldwide, essential 
contnbuton to more trade, more growth, and more 
employment. In many talks over the past weeks and right 
up to the last hours, the Federal Government and | saw 
it as our duty to contribute to this compromise. 


Ensuring employment and more jobs 1s right at the top of 
the Federal Government's agenda. This 1s also the goal of 
our report on “Safeguarding Germany as a Business 
Location m the Future.” which was presented ai the 
beginning of September. Public response to this report is 
very en. ourpying for me. It shows that with this we have 
broached 4 central topic of our future. However, | am 
worried that certs in parts of the Social Democratic Party 
of Germatiy [SPO] nave so far refused to contribute to 
very diocistve emues of shaping the future. Tomorrow, at 
the {sal wore on fusing care imsurance in the Bundesrat, 
the »P'D-ruled laender will be able to prove how impor- 
(ant “upport for those who are really weak in our country 
18 for thon, 


In economic and financial policy the issue 1s more than 
just overcoming the current economic problems, no 
matter how important that is. Everyone feels that basi- 
cally—just as in other industrialized countnes, and this 
was also a topic at the European Union summit last 
weekend—we are faced with structural upheavals. In 
1993 we have felt the full strength of the worldwide 
recession. At the end of this year the economic data are 
a bit more encouraging again. During the second and 
third quarter, the real GDP has increased slightly. These 
days the German Bundesbank has expressed the expec- 
tation “that the low point seems to have been reached 
and, perhaps, overcome.” 


In view of about 5 million missing competitive jobs, our 
main task for the coming months and years is to ensure 
employment and create new jobs. If we want to reach this 
goal, we must seize the future opportunities for growth 
with determination. Therefore, we urgently need the 
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postal reform, for instance. It will strengthen the com- 
petitive position of the postal companies. It gives us the 
opportunity to achieve new sales and employment pos- 
sibilitses on ibe speedily growing markets of telecommu- 
nications. | call on the SPD to give the go-ahead for the 
postal reform. 


The framework conditions for work and employment 
are, of course, shaped primarily by the partners to the 
wage negotiations. | certainly do not want to interfere in 
the autonomy of collective bargaining, which we natu- 
rally respect, but | would like to point out that i is in 
particular they that are responsible for giving prority to 
employment and jc with their decisions. Ficxible 
working times can extend machine time and create more 
part-time jobs. Now it must finally be possible also in 
Germany to considerably extend the supply of part-time 
jobs, just as in other industr’alized countries. Polls show 
that the interest in part-time jobs far exceeds the current 
supply. Almost 2.5 million full-time workers would 
prefer a part-time job. Thus, here we have a considerable 
potential for additional employment. 


In the upcoming weeks we will increasingly hold the 
necessary talks with indus‘ry, trade unions, and other 
groups about what everyone can and must do in his own 
responsibility to ensure employment, create new jobs, 
and reduce unemployment. 


The Federal Government will ensure the bases for 
growth and employment by continuing the consolidation 
policy and sirengthening the worth forces. Despite the 
great need for capital, the long-term interest rates have 
declined to the lowest level in six years in Germany. Our 
policy continues to enjoy international trust. This is 
expressed, not least, in the stability of the German mark. 
And we may point out to a success, which | consider 
particularly important: Our inflation rate now has a 
three in front of the decimal point again. 


Ladies and gentlemen, in 1994, too, the foreign policy 
challenges demand determined action at the side of our 
partners and friends. During the second half of 1994 
Germany will hold the presidency of the European 
Union. For this I see four focal points of our work: 


—First: Common steps to safeguara Europe as a busi- 
ness location and for growth and employment in the 
European Union, just as this was the focus of the 
European Council meeting last weekend. 


—Second: Application of the principle of subsidiarity, 
which will be a regular topic at the European Council 
meetings upon my initiative. 


—Third: Implementation of the first action plan for the 
more intensive cooperation in domestic and legal 
policy, in particular the establishment of the European 
police authority Europol. This involves im particular 
also the combating of the drug Mafia and interna- 
tional crimina: gangs. 
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—Fourth: Expansion of the common foreign and secu- 
rity policy. 


Ladies and genticmen, the West must continue to con- 
inbute to political and economic siability »: the young 
democracies in Central. Eastern, and Southeastern 
Europe. This is in our very own vital miterest. In thes 
connectior for us the adoption of the new constitution is 
the outstanding result of the first free elections in Russia 
last Sunday. In 2 recent telephone conversation with 
President Yeltsin, | once again made i c <ar that we will 
do everything to further support the reform-oriented 
forces in Russia as much as possible. 


Ladies and gentlemen, in 1993 our policy has established 
good foundations for our work next year as well as for 
safeguarding and improving Germany's future opportu- 
nities. | will just give you a few key words: 


At the beginning of November the Maastricht Treaty 
came into force. Frankfurt/Main will be the seat of the 
European Monctary Institute and, later, of the European 
Central Bank. This 1s a great sign of trust in our policy of 
Stability and an encouragement to continue on this 
course with determination. 


The Location Safeguarding Law, which we have pushed 
through, reduces taxes on business mmcome and thus 
encourages job-creating investments. These taxes have 
now reached the lowest level since the founding of the 
FRG. The new Working Time Law will make it possible 
for the parties to the wage negotiations and for company 
partners to come to new, flexible working times and thus 
to longer machine termes. The Investment Alleviation 
Law and the Housing Construction Land Law shortens 
planning and licensing procedures. The Genetic Engi- 
neering Law opens up future opportunities in a key 
technology. and without any deductions in envircn- 
mental protection and safety. The planned railroad 
reform makes the railroads competitive and thus estab- 
lishes an essential precondition for a future-oriented, 
efficient, and, above all, environmentally compatible 
overall transportation system in Germany. 


The new regulation of the right to asylum 7s of | July was 
an important precondition for the fact that Germany can 
fully par <ipate in a common European asyluin and 
nnemgrition policy. Its success cannot be overicoked. 
Since July, the number of asylum-seekers has declined by 
60 percent compared with last year. 


In addition to safegu=rding existing jobs and creating 
milivons of new ones, Germany's economic-social unifi- 
cation remains the decisive main political task also in the 
new year. In 1993, we have made a decisive picce of 
progress in this respect, too: Within the framework of 
our active labor market policy, we have spent about 45 
billion German marks [DM] this year. With this massive 
use of financial means, 11 was possible to save an average 
of about 1.7 milhon people from unemployment in 1993. 


As regards the young generation, in 1993 the supply of 
training was ensured. In the new laender—and | would 
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like to mention this with gratitude—-this was donc 
through a common campaign ‘y Companics, cconomic 
associations, chambers, and trade unions, as well as 
through our training initiative with more than 10,000 
We quickly rarsed the pensions im the new lacnder. On 30 
June 1990—that ts, »-medsately before the monctary, 
economic, and sc -§: umion—the GDR pension 
amounted to between 470 and 602 GDR marks. As of | 
January 1994 the pension of a citizen, who worked for 45 
years and carned an average income, will be more than 
DM1,400. Thus, pension. .vse from about one-third to 
approximately 75 percent of the Western level. In total, 
the expenditures of pension insurance have tripled since 
1989, rising from about 17 billion GDR marks to more 
than DMS53 billion. 


However, all these figures must not divert attention from 
the fact that the human dimension of Germany's interna! 
unification remains an even greater challenge ‘9 the 
medium and long term ihan economic-social unification. 
We need more togetherness, more patience. more under- 
standing for cach other. 


in the interest of jobs and internal security im our 
country, we will do everything to do our duty also im the 
1994 election year. When making their decision, the 
citizens will—I am quite sure—know very well to distin- 
guish between those who just rely on recipes of the past 
and on old thinking and those who have answers for our 
country's future ready. 


Kinkel Makes ‘Positive Assessment’ of Foreign 
Policy 


LD3012112793 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 0905 
GMT 30 Dec 93 


text] Bonn (DDP/ADN)—Federal Foreign Minister 

Kinkel (Free Democratic Party) has made a posi- 
tive assessment of Germat foreign policy. For the first 
time in their history the Germans are living in peaceful 
harmony with all their neighbors, Kinke!l emphasized in 
a New Year st#*cment published in Bonn today. The 
union of Eurc pe is the way, “to overcome century-long 
enmity between the states of our continent and bring the 
peoples together ~ 


Europe is not asking the Germans ether to give up their 
identity or to deny their wn vital interests. The foreign 
minister added: “Anyor. who maintains this has not 
underriood Europe’™ 


Kinkel stressed that the reform process in Russia had to 
be accompanied by patience and understanding. After 
all, a modern, free social and economic order will not 
come about there overnight. However, one has to insist 
that Russia cannot claim cither a special role or unilat- 


eral privileges with regard to its neighbors and partners 


The foreign minister added that the former Yugoslavia 
remains “Europe's open wound.” Pespite the greatest 
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effort, they have not succeeded in bringing about an end 
to the bloodshed and barbarity. He has not given up 
hope. however, “thal reason will prevail over blind 
hatred.” 


Kinkel stressed that the United Nation” has also reached 
a limit in its efforts. The aid campa’gn in Somalia, above 
all, has not produced the desirec :esult. However, much 
has been achieved. The foren.n minister emphasized: 
“Starvation in Somalia has been beaten. lt has been 
forgotten too quic3.ly that 350,000 people died of hunger 
there.” In addition, the experience of the Somalia mis- 
sion proves that there is no alternative to the UN role as 
a “creator of legitimacy.” 


Kinkel said competitiveness, imnovative strength, and 
flexibility in adapting to social and new ways of 
thinking are becoming key elements of world politics. A 
stronger emphasis on links with Asia, for imtance, would 
be decisive for the future of Germany. The foreign 
minister added: “If Germany had as strong a presence in 
Asia as it has im Japan and Europe we would gain 
approximately 400.000 jobs as a result.” 


Kinkel emphasized that German foreign policy is based 
on the three goals of “safeguarding peace, strengthening 
security, expanding stability.” German foreign policy 
will continue to take account of the international situa- 


tion, it will remain “a policy of predictability and 
continuity” also in 1994. 


Poll Shows Divided Opinions on Bundeswehr 
Role, NATO 


AU301211/8°3 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 39 Dec 93 p 2 


“eh” -attributed report: “Germans Divided Over Role 
of Bundeswehr”) 


[Text] Bonn—Eastern and western Germans are obvi- 
nusly of a completely differcnt opinion regarding the 
integration of the Bundeswehr in +: ternational organiza- 
tions and about the future tasks oi the armed forces. In a 
representative poll by the Emnid Institute on the order 
of the Defense Ministry, it turned out that 44 percent of 
the people in the old laender are in favor of interrational 
military operations, while only 22 percent in the new 
laender are for such operatic as. The eastern Germans 
are arse rather skeptical about ties with military organi- 
zations. One out of four eastern Germans would like to 
leave NATO. Howeve:, 84 percent of all German citi- 
rens see the Bundeswehr as the guarantor of their 
external security. 


The opinion researchers found out that, particularly in 
western Gei many, interest in a strong NATO is rising. In 
the cast, on the other hand, the citizens are rather in 
favor of a looser alliance, and 25 percent do not see any 
sense in membership in the Alliance. A total of 42 
percent of all German citizens favor the acceptance of 
states from the former Warsaw pact into NATO. Here, 
too, the eastern Germans react with greater restraint: 
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new lacnder. for Eurcpean armed forces rose by 


5 petceutage points to $0 percent in Germany compared 
with last year. However, the majority of the votes come 
from the wesi—in the cast, the quota even declined by | 
percentage point to 37 percent. 


i 


the task of NATO. ue dan ell afl Gaanened 
the opininn that savings could be made in the defense 


budget. 


in total, security policy topics are, however, further 
down on the list of items of public interest— 
“traditionally,” as the Defense Ministry notes. Never- 
theless, the citizens’ interest in the Bundeswehr has 
increased. In a representative sample, Emnid polled a 
total of 2,875 citizens. 


Discussion of Bundeswehr's Future Continues 


AU2912142493 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 29 Dec 93 p 1 


[“fy” report: “The Future of the Bundeswehr Worries 
the CDU/CSU"] 


[Text] Bonn, 28 December—On Tuesday [28 
December}, Chancellor Helmut Kohl, Christian Demo- 
cratic Union [CDU], was verbally attacked by Mr. 
Woerzbach, a deputy of his own party. In an interview 
wit: LUEBECKER NACHRICHTEN, Wuerzbach, a 
former parliamentary state secretary in the Defense 
Ministry, said that it “borders on irresponsibility” to 
sontinue leaving the defense minister and the 
Bundeswehr in the dark about how much money they 
can use in 1994. This was the reason for government 
spokesman Vogel (CDU) to ote that “from time to 
time” Wuerzbach tends towa d attracting attention by 
“eccentric opinions” without serving the cause with his 
statements. Defense M’nister Ruche knows that he can 
count on the chancelier regarding the issue of getting the 
money needed to maintain the Bundeswehr. This con- 
troversy 1s based on the fear that the Bundeswehr will get 
up to 2.4 billion German marks less than originally 
planned because of the glohal cutbacks for 1994, which 
have been decided by the Buaget Committee. 


Wuerzbach said that, because of the uncertainties in the 
defense budget, Germany is in danger of Secoming an 
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uncertain partner for its allies. If Defense Minister 
Ruehe is not told soon how much money he actually has 
at his disposal, he also does no’ know how many con- 
scripts he can draft as of 1 April 1994 and how many 
battalions he can send on exercises for how many days, 
“just to cite some quite simple practical consequences,” 
Wuerzbach said. It is a capital mistake by the chancellor 
to call compulsory military service into question right at 
the beginning of the 1994 election campaign year. 
Wuerzbach thus referred to Kohl's thoughts about the 
introduction of “compulsory social service.” 


Social Democratic Party of Germany Deputy Opel and 
Free Democratic Party of Germany Deputy Koppelin 
have meanwhile called on Defense Minister Ruehe to 
present a new structural concept for the Bundeswehr. 
Only when such a concept is available can one negotiate 
on the defense budget. It is out of the question to 
increase military expenditures in relation with the 
overall budget. Opel also rejected the demand to orient 
German per capita defense expenditures toward the 
expenditures of France and Great Britain, which are up 
to 70 percent higher. In such comparisons one has to take 
into consideration on the one hand that both countries 
spend 20 to 30 percent of their defense expenditures on 
nuclear weapons and, on the other, that the per capita 
income in both countries is lower than that in Germany. 


Christian Social Union [CSU] Chairman and Finance 
Minister Waigel complained that Mr. Schaeuble, the 
chairman of the CDU/CSU Bundestag group, had pro- 
posed shortly before Christmas that the constitutional 
bases be established for using the Bundeswehr also in the 
country. “I would want such proposals to be discussed 
first of all in the top bodies of the coalition,” Waigel said. 


Official Views Unsolved GATT Problems 


AU2912153493 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT in 
German 29 Dec 93 p 7 


[Report by Christoph Rabe: “Bonn To Make Sure That 
Unsolved Competition Problems Be Discussed™] 


[Text] Bonn, 28 December—An immediate effect of the 
GATT agreement is that confidence in the world eco- 
nomic system has been consolidated. The open multilat- 
eral trading system has proved to be strong. This is a 
decisive economic policy signal, says Lorenz Schomerus, 
head of the Foreign Tiade Department at the Federal 
Economics Ministry, in an interview with HANDELSB- 
LATT. “If the outcome had been different, we would 
have had to prepare for the erosion of an important pillar 
of the Bretton-Woods system.” 


With the conclusion of the Uruguay Round, the most 
dramatic percentage reduction of customs tariffs since 
the beginning of GATT was carried out. At the end of the 
round, the participants vehemently fought for the reduc- 
tion of excessively high customs tariffs. It is true that not 
all the goals have been reached. But certain successes 
have been achieved in connection with the exorbitant 
duties on textiles in the United States. But excessively 


FBIS-WEU-93-249 
3 December 1993 


high tariffs have also been reduced in developing coun- 
tries such as India. Schomerus admits, however, that the 
percentage figures of tariff cuts partly distort what is 
really happening materially. 


Moreover, it is of special importance for the German 
economic sector that 


—the protection of intellectual property has been 
improved; 


—the textile sector will be gradually transferred into the 
liberal GATT rules; 


—an arbitration procedure to settle disputes has been 
worked out, in which the accused cannot invalidate a 


verdict by ignoring it. 


Liberalization in world trade also has, of course, an 
impact on national markets. German business and 
industry will have to face stronger competitors. In sec- 
tors of tough international competition, this competition 
will even increase—in the electronics industry and in the 
wood and paper manufacturing sector, in which further 
tariff cuts are in the offing. “The opening of the markets 
will accelerate the current structural adjustments.” 


However, transition in the textile industry will take 
between 10 and 12 years. The first products not to be 
sold under the Multifiber Agreement but under the 
regime of the GATT agreement will come five years after 
GATT has become effective—in 2000. Any quotas and 
transition regulations in the European Union that are in 
force during this transition period are legal under the 
GATT agreement, says Schomerus. This means that 
those who make use of them do not violate the GATT 
agreement. It is true that the agricultural sector is obliged 
to decrease subsidies. However, this obligation extends 
over a period of six years from 1995. The payrnent of 
subsidies during this period is also legal. 


Europe Must Think About Agricultural Policy 


Schomerus only expects internal problems for the Euro- 
pean Union [EU] if, contrary to calculations made by the 
Commission, it were to become clear that the GATT 
obligations mean more extensive “disarmament obliga- 
tions” for the EU or individual member states than those 
envisaged in the April 1992 reform of the Common 
Agricultural Policy. “If that happens, the EU will have 
very controversial discussions on the compensation 
required.” 


Over the medium term, however, we will have to con- 
sider which of the EU activities can be paid for to the 
present extent, above all when, in parallel with the 
coming into force of the GATT agreement, the EU will 
be enlarged by new members, and others apply for 
admission. In this respect, Schomerus is not only 
thinking about the member states of the European Free 
Trade Association [EFTA], but also Eastern European 
states such as Poland and Hungary, which largely have 
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agricultural structures. “Whether we can finance all this 
without reconsidering Europe's agricultural policy seems 
to me to be very doubtful.” 

Schomerus sees deficits in the GATT agreement 
regarding sectors that have been left out of the account, 
such as radio and television, ocean shipping, and the 
subsidizing of the aviation industry. In his view, detailed 
renegotiations will be necessary im the entire service 
sector, including financial services. In this sector, only 
very general principles have been stipulated (nondis- 
cnmuination, most-favored-nation status, transparency). 
The very complicated process of tanff reductions must 
still be put into practice technically. In this respect, there 
will be renegotiations on individual positions, above all 
regarding the exact balance of profits and concessions. 
But Schomerus does not believe that this will cause any 
major political excitement. He says, however, that there 
1s speculation that the United States could very soon 
exert massive pressure in the audiovisual area, which is 
of great economic importance for it. In other areas, 
things will drag on. “I do not believe we will have ideal 
liberalization measures in ocean shipping very soon.” 


Schomerus does not share the view that the area of 
nontariff trade obstacles was largely left out of the GATT 
round. He says that the final document contains a 
number of statements referring to nontariff obstacles. 
Schomerus mentions as an example that some countries 
were allowed to impose trade restrictions for balance of 
payments reasons. The GATT agreement now includes 
an accord that such cases must be made transparent as 
soon as possible, and all signatories must commit them- 
selves to reducing such trade restrictions conditioned by 
balance of payments factors as quickly as possible. 


Trade With Asia Will Increase Considerably 


Schomerus does not believe, however, that the competi- 
tion issue has been settled. In view of increasing inter- 
dependence and integration in worldwide trade, much 
stricter multilateral rules of competition are required. It 
is no accident, therefore, that two issues will top the 
program of the new World Trade Organization— 
competition, as well as trade and the environment. “This 
iS @ gigantic work program that has to be coped with.” 
However, these complexes will hardly be dealt with in a 
new GATT round, but as followup issues of the round 
that has now been concluded. Schomerus: “We will make 
sure that the competition issues be discussed in detail 
swiftly and in a businesslike manner.” 


The Bonn trade expert is convinced that the GATT 
agreement will promote a trend of recent years: “There 
will be an increase in trade between the United States 
and Southeast Asia on the one hand, and between 
Europe and Southeast Asia on the other, which will be 
more important than bilateral trade between the United 
States and Europe.” Trade will react more sensitively to 
any impetus resulting from integration through the 
North American Free Trade Agreement in North 
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America and the Asian Free Trade Agreement in South- 
east Asia than to any stimulus emanating from the 
GATT agreement, says Schomerus. This has always been 
so in Europe. “Every regional integration has proved to 
be an indispensable drill ground on which new trade 
rules and liberal*7ation steps can be tested.” 


ESSE SS Signs See Sets 


AU2912165893 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT in 
German 29 Dec 93 p 4 


[“bag™-signed report: “RWI: Economic Development 
Improving—But Without Impetus Initially” ] 


[Text] Duesseldorf, 28 December—The Rhineland- 
Westphalian Institute for Economic Research (RWI) 
expects 1994 to bring a moderate upward trend in the 
German economy. Exports to Western Europe are going 
up; declining interest rates, higher profits and the pros- 
pect of moderate wage rounds have stimulated invest- 
ments. The unemployment rate in western Germany 
will, however, increase from 8.2 percent in 1993 to 9.5 


percent in 1994. 


For 1994 the RWI expects “improvement—but without 
impetus initially.” From spring onward, western 
German GNP will increase by 2 percent, due to a 
decrease of 1.75 percent in 1993, average annual growth 
will be just under | percent. The most serious recession 
of the postwar years has changed into a “hardly discern- 
ible upward trend.” In the third quarter of 1993, the 
GNP has moved slightly above its low at the beginning of 
this year, and it is still 1.5 percent short of last year's 
figure. 


Total demand stabilized during the summer, but at the 
end of the year it is still well below last year's figure. 
Capacity utilization is 78 percent, and thus well below 
the longer term average of 82.5 percent. 


Hopes for increasing exports are aimed at a further 
upswing in the United States and Great Britain, but also 
at the recovery that is beginning in Japan and on the 
European Continent. This trend wll mainly benefit the 
capital goods industry, in particular the mechanical and 
electrical engineering industries. Without goods supplied 
to eastern Germany, exports of western German 
industry will increase by 5 percent in 1994, following an 
11 percent decrease this year. The RWI expects a 20 
percent increase in exports from eastern Germany. 


Companies’ prospects of profits will improve with the 
increase in unit labor costs declining. This ts the result of 
large increases in productivity and moderate wage 
increases (2 to 2.5 percent in western, just under 10 
percent in eastern Germany). Short-term interest rates 
will decrease to 4.5 percent, long-term interests are 
stagnating, which leads to a normalization of the interest 
rate structure as a whole. This situation is helped by an 
increase in domestic and foreign orders. Investments 
will, however, recover somewhat more slowly than in the 
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past since increasing taxes dampen consumption. In 
eastern Germany, there will be a slight decrease in 
private consumption for the first time since reunifica- 
tion. 

In the course of 1994, the economic researchers expect 
equipment investments to increase by 4 percent; due to 
a 13.5 percent decrease in 1993, the average annual 
increase will, however, only be 1.5 percent. 


Following the economic changes in western Germany, 
the Institute expects a slightly higher economic growth of 
7.5 percent, compared with 6 percent in 1993, for the 
new laender. Judged by the overall aim of international 
competitiveness, the catching up process 1s progressing 
slowly, however. Productivity will be far too low to 
balance wage adjustments to western standards. In addi- 
tion, a lack of foreign demand for products from eastern 
Germany will prevent a self-supporting recovery. 


In spite of some growth in the east, the number of 
gainfully employed and unemployed persons (1.2 mil- 
hon) will remain stagnant. The reason for this is a further 
decrease in short-time work and employment from job 
creation measures. In the west, the number of gainfully 
employed persons is expected to go down by another 
450,000 (1993: minus 750,000). The number of reeis- 
tered unemployed will increase by 400,000 to over 2.6 
million. 


Industry Federation Presents List of Measures 


AU 2812070293 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 27 Dec 93 p 9 


[Report signed “Kg™: “Cut Taxes and Prevent New 


Subsidies”) 


[Text] Bonn, 26 December—The Federation of German 
Industry (BDI) has presented a list of measures that it 
thinks feasible in the short term to improve Germany's 
position as a production location. One of the measures 
suggested by the BDI ts to put a temporary limit on tax 
increases. This primarily refers to the solidarity sur- 
charge and the mineral oi! tax. 


The BD! also demands that a concept for a comprehen- 
sive corporation tax reform be developed before the end 
of the current parliamentary term. The focal issues of the 
concept are a reduction by 50 percent of the municipal 
trade tax, the abolition of company property and capital 
taxes, as well as a reduction in income and corporation 
taxes to the same level. The BDI's list, which was 
presented to the decisionmakers in Bonn, includes the 
following measures: 


In order to strengthen the dynamics of growth, the 
taxation ratio should be decreased from the current 25.2 
percent to 23.7 percent by the year 2000, the entire ratio 
of taxes and levies should be cut from 44.2 percent to 
40.7 percent, and the national ratio from 52 percent to 
45.8 percent. Personnel costs of the Federal Govern- 
ment, laender, and municipalities should be cut, and the 
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number of people empioyed in eastern Germany should 
be reduced further. Public spending should concentrate 
increasingly on innovative and job-promoting services. 
In this connection, the BDI suggests that subsidies 
should be limited to a period of five years and/or be of a 
digressive nature. Creating new reasons for subsidies 
should be avoided. The BDI expressly demands that 
municipal tasks should be privatized to a greater degree. 
In order to strengthen industrial substance in eastern 
Germany, a net profit that ts digressive and limited in 
time 1s suggested. [sentence as published] 


The Federation of Industry continues to reject social 
nursing insurance that is financed by contributions. 
Instead, compulsory private insurance with capital cover 
and a fund for acute cases in need of nursing should be 
established. The BDI suggests that social insurance 
should be freed from services that are not linked to it. 
Thus, the law compensating people for SED [Party of 
German Unity] offenses should not be financed by 
pension contributions but by taxes. The tasks of unem- 
ployment insurance should be separated from labor 
market policy; the latter should be financed by taxes. 
Personal contributions should be increased for social 
insurance, for instance for continued wage payments in 
case of sickness. 


The BDI demands a “productivity-oriented™ incomes 
policy and an increase in working hours for public 
service employees. Alternative uses should be found for 
staff that have to be laid off, a preference for prepension 
regulations is rejected. East German public services 
income should continue to be adjusted upward to the 
west German level. Job creation measures should be 
replaced by community work. Pay should be well below 
that of the primar; labor market. 


For research, the BDI demands an expansion of user- 
oriented promotion of key technologies, for energy 
policy it demands competitive fuel prices, and it 
demands that industry be exempt from a mineral oil tax; 
in environment policy, the BDI demands that the spiral 
of taxes and levies be stopped. The strategy of “recycling 
at all costs” is considered unreasonable; the BDI thinks 
that a more differentiated evaluation of the thermal uses 
of waste is necessary. 


Maastricht Critic Brunner To Form Political 


AU3012102293 Berlin BERLINER ZEITUNG in 
German 27 Dec 93 p 2 


[Report by Nicolas Kellner: “Brunner Seeking Allies”) 


[Text] Munich—The critic of Europe, Manfred Brunner, 
intends to continue his anti-Maastricht course, imper- 
turbed. Historical Weimar will be the birthplace of 
Brunner’s new, so-calied “DM Party.” 


In an interview with BERLINER ZEITUNG, the former 
chairman of the Bavarian Free Democratic Party [FDP] 
said he would continue cooperation with Austrian 
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Austria [FPOc].” Brunner is also secking allies among 
conservative forces in Europe, including in Britain. “We 
cooperate closely with the circle around Lady Thatcher,” 
said Brunner. Brunner described Bavarian Minister 
President Edmund Stoiber, who has annoyed many of 
his colleagues in the Christian Democratic Union/ 
Christian Social Union [CDU/CSU] by his vehement 
criticism of Europe, as an “alliance partner in the matter 
itself.” 


Brunner’s “Citizens’ Movement for a Europe of the 
Nations” is supposed to run in European Parliament and 
Bundestag elections next year. The former EC cabinet 
chief self-confidently hopes to get 35 percent of the votes 
in the Federal Republic. “Then the Federal Constitu- 
tional Court ruling on the Maastricht Treaty cannot be 
bypassed,” said the lawyer. Koh! and company behaved 
as if the ruling (no federal state, but only a confederation 
of states) could be ignored, said the politician. 


The fact that he had insulted the CSU land leadership as 
a “brood of snakes” created an eclat in Munich last 
week. Meanwhile, Brunner has apologized for his strong 
words. He will, in the future, concentrate on factual 
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arguments. He believes the CSU is a “split party,” which 
regrettably prevents him at this point from “coming 
closer to the CSU on substantive matters.” 


Several days ago, Stoiber and party chief Theo Waigel 
tried to win Brunner over to their side. In Stoiber's view, 
however, Brunner “disqualified” himself by his emo- 
tional blunder. The minister president believes that he 
has “few chances here in Bavaria.” His fellow party 
member and critic of Europe Peter Gauweiler (“Espe- 
ranto money”) apparently sees this differently. He is 
already a member of Brunner’s DM (Democratic and 
Market Economy) Foundation. 


It is not surprising that the CSU is nervous on the eve of 
the super election year 1994. Not only the Republikaner 
must be prevented from winning votes; now Brunner’s 
appearance in Bavaria could also cost the CSU impor- 
tant votes in the European parliamentary elections—not 
to speak about the Landtag elections next year. Brunner 
has not yet decided, however, whether his party will take 
part in them. 


All this is reason enough for the Bavarian State Chan- 
cellery to stress that one does not intend to interrupt the 
dialogue with Brunner. 
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Poll Shows Balladur Best Candidate 


BR2912132193 Paris LE QUOTIDIEN DE PARIS in 
French 29 Dec 93 p 4 


{Unattributed report: “Opinion Poll: Balladur Best Can- 
didate for the Right™] 


[Text] According to a poll by IFOP-“Globe,” almost one 
Frenchman out of two (47 percent) thinks Prime Min- 
ister Edouard Balladur would be the right's best candi- 
date for the presidential elections in 1995. Mr. Balladur 
is way ahead of the Rally for the Republic [RPR] and 
French Democratic Union [UDF] leaders. Sixteen per- 
cent of those interviewed estimated that RPR President 
Jacques Chirac would be the best candidate for the right; 
former Prime Minister Raymond Barre was mentioned 
by 8 percent; former head of state Valery Giscard d’Es- 
taing by 7 percent; and Interior Minister Charles Pasqua 
by 6 percent. Mr. Balladur was tipped as the best 
candidate by 66 percent of UDF supporters, before 
Jacques Chirac (12 percent), Valery Giscard d’Estaing (8 
percent), and Raymond Barre (6 percent). Fifty-six per- 
cent of RPR supporters chose the prime minister; 30 
percent, Jacques Chirac; and 5 percent, Pasqua. This pol 
was conducted 22-23 December among a sample of 953 
persons representative of the French population aged 18 
years up using the ,vota sampling method. 
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ee SaerneEty Saseeces ot ecentenenaten 


AU3012090493 Paris AFP in English 0849 GMT 
30 Dec 93 


[Text] Valence, France, Dec 30 (AFP)—High levels of 
radioactivity have been recorded at a factory in Pierre- 
latte, southwest France, which specialises in dismantling 
and decontaminating nuclear installations, an indepen- 
dent authority said Thursday [30 December]. 
CRII-RAD, which circulates information on radioac- 
tivity, said the contamination had been noticed a week 
ago by workers at Radiacontrole, which ts located in an 
industrial park and not on Pierrelatte’s nuclear site. 


A neighbour of the factory who saw the workers wearing 
protective gear decontaminating soil near the building 
alerted nuclear safety services and thy ~~ 


Local authorities confirmed that contamination had 
been found during a check of the building but said the 
zone had been decontaminated. 


CRII-RAD said examination of the soil had found levels 
of 3,900 bequerels per kilo of cesium 137, instead of the 
normal 10 to 30 in the region. Abnormal levels of 
radium 226 had also found, of the order of 10,000 
bequerels per kilo instead of 30 to 40 ba/kg in the 
surrounding area. 


CRII-RAD said the radioactive characteristics of the soil 
samples at least two sources of contamination 
and has for ar exhaustive inspection of the area, 
accusing Radiacontrole of “serious negligence in moni- 
toring of radioactive waste.” 
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Vatican, Israel Agree To Normalize Relations 
LD2912140193 Rome RAI Televidec Teletext in Italian 
1311 GMT 29 Dec 93 


[Text] The joint commitice set up 17 months ago to 
resolve the disagreements between the state of Israel and 
the Holy See has approved the accord that will normalize 
bilateral relations. 

The document, which will be officially signed tomorrow 
in Jerusalem, envisages immediate reciprocal recogni- 
tion. The Holy See will undertake not to intervene in 
“temporal conflicts,” particularly concerning territorial 
and border disputes. The Jewish siate will recognize the 
Catholic Church in Israel and its right to promote its 
own religious and scholastic institutions, in harmony 
with the laws of the state. 


Government To Withdraw Troops From Somalia, 
Mozambique 


LD2912144293 Rome RAl Televideo Teletext in Italian 
1401 GMT 29 Dec 93 


[Text] The Army will be engaged in the government's 
fight against organized crime, and its fight to impose 
public order in the Naples area and in Calabria. The 
decision was approved by the Council of Ministers. The 
decree will also extend operation “Sicilian Vespers” 
until 30 June 1994, 


The Council of Ministers also sanctioned the end of 
Italy's humanitarian mission in Somalia. Our troops will 
leave Somalia by 31 March, and Mozambique by 30 
April. Troops from Restore Hope, the international UN 
mission, will also leave Somalia on 31 March. 


Army To Combat Crime in South, Patrol 
Slovenian Border 


BR2912135493 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 29 
Dec 93 p 17 


[Carlo Chianura report: “The Army in Naples”] 


[Text] Rome—Soldiers are arriving in Naples and Cala- 
bria to oppose Mafia power. And on the border with 
Yugoslavia, they will help the forces of order to counter 
the arms trafficking and the clandestine entry of immi- 
grants. In the wake of operation “Sicilian Vespers,” the 
cabinet will today pass a bill which, according to reliable 
rumors, will provide for the use of 5,000 soldiers in some 
regions regarded as at risk from the viewpoint of law and 
order. The measure will be presented by Defense Min- 
ister Fabio Fabbri and by Interior Minister Nicola Man- 
cino and will be valid for six months—until 30 June next 
year—and renewable for another six months. 


The idea of using the Army for surveillance tasks in 
Rome is fading. Following an initial announcement, 
there was great controversy. The critics of the idea 
stressed that it would be a counterproductive initiative 
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to militarize the capital because the guarding of parlia- 
ment, minisines, embassies, and other public places now 
keeps hundreds of policemen and carabinien away from 
the tasks for which they are actually intended. 


But let us turn to the current provision. The Fabbri- 
Mancino decree extends the use of soldiers in Sicily in 
view of the good results achieved from July 1992, in 
other words immediately after the Borsellino massacre. 
Since then, those employed in the work have several 
times highlighted that the mere presence of the soldiers 
has first considerably reduced petty crime and second 
has allowed the use of the forces of order in investigative 
tasks. It is worth pointing out, because they are often 
underestimated, that petty criminals are one of the bases 
for middle-ranking and big Mafia crime. 


The use of the Army in Naples was discussed together 
with the hypothesis of using it in Rome. It was learned 
tht it will not be a large-scale intervention: A few 
hundred men, perhaps 500, would be deployed at some 
targets regarded as at risk, starting with the palace of 
justice and the Poggioreale prison. 


While stressing that the struggle against the Camorra 
“cannot be an exclusively military task,” Naples Mayor 
Antonio Bassolino has said in recent days that he is in 
favor of the possibility which is now taking shape. “If the 
results in other parts of Italy are encouraging,” Bassolino 
said, “the cooperation between the Army in guarding 
targets at risk from attack could be positive, partly to 
return huge numbers of policemen to crime prevention 
activity.” 


As for Calabria, the government's decision is an innova- 
tion. It is true that in recent years the military were 
involved in extraordinary operations in some areas of 
the region. But these were summer training camps which 
had the deterrent aim of discouraging kidnapping. Now, 
however, soldiers will be directly used in the region for 
public order duties and hence also crime prevention 
duties. The main centers in which the soldiers would be 
deployed would be Reggio Calabria, Plati, the center of 
numerous kidnappings, and Bovalino, where afier the 
kidnapping of Adolfo Cartisano there was a veritable 
popular revolt against the terror. 


Finally, the important decision to send soldiers to Friuli 
Venezia Giulia. Defense Minister Fabbri went to Trieste 
in recent weeks and noted that there were virtually no 
guards on the border, often at crossings regarded as 
minor. And yet it is precisely at these crossings that 
arms, drugs, and contraband goods pass illegally every 
day from and to Yugoslavia. And these crossings are also 
used by groups of non-Community nationals who enter 
Italy illegally using expert guides from the area. 
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Top Sisde Official implicated in Dealings With 
Drug Boss 


BR2912160193 Milan IL GIORNALE in Italian 29 Dec 
93 p8 


[Andrea Pucci report: “Prefect and Crime Boss—Group 
Photo—Storm Clouds over Sisde™] 


[Text] Rome—A new storm is threatening Sisde [Intel- 


faro and architect Adolfo Salab in the Via del Babuino, 
images which one suspects of being inspired by 007's, 
another photograph is causing embarrassment to the 
Interior Ministry's civilian secret service. It is the one 
depicting Prefect Antonio Barrel, Sisde’s number two, at 
the baptism in Puglia of the son of Maurizio Martina, a 
supposed narcotics traffic boss. The photo is in a dossier 
opened by public prosecutors Leone De Castris of Brin- 
disi and Francesco Mandoi of Lecce, who hold most of 
the key information in the investigation into the Pugliese 
narcotics trafficker. For the time being, the two prosecu- 
tors have not taken any measures. Nonetheless, the 
prefect’s presence at the ceremony is raising serious 
questions both outside and inside the Interior Ministry. 


Barres was appointed Sisde deputy director on 3 June, 
after heading the Brindisi Prefecture since 1991. On 
arriving at the capital of the Messapian region, he was 
immediately confronted with the invasion of the Alba- 
nian “boat people,” 20,000 of whom landed on the 
Pugliese coast that year. Apart from the refugee emer- 
gency, the prefect got himself in the limelight by pro- 
posing to the Interior Ministry * < it suspend local 
councillors and introduce initiatives against contraband 
and the practice of hiring local youths for criminal 
purposes. 


Employed by the interior Ministry in 1953, appointed 
questor in 1982 (in Naples, where he remained three and 
a half years), Barrel was called to Sisde immediately after 
the scandal of the reserved funds, earning the acclaim of 
Interior Minister Nicola Mancino (“He was indeed a 
good choice”) and PDS [Democratic Party of the Left} 
member Luciano Violante, chairman of the anti-Mafia 
committee (“In Brindisi he succeeded in giving an 
extraordinary impetus to all the administrative depart- 
ments reporting to him”). 


Whilst Barre! was in this long vacant office, the Salento 
region police came into possession of a compromising 
family album belonging to Maurizio Martina, not just a 
Mr. Nobody in Brindisi. According the weekly 
L’ESPRESSO, Martina is known for “the unscrupulous 
nature of his financial dealings, his widespread and at 
first sight unjustifiable property holdings, and for being 
related, through his wife, with the U.S. bosses: His wife's 
daughter married a member of the Gambino family.” 


Arrested with a Turk and a Pakistani, with whom he is 
suspected of narcotics trafficking on a vast scale, leading 
to the seizure of 60 kg of heroin, Martina invited Barrel 
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and a well-known Pugliese politician, Socia!\si member 
Biagio Marzo, former chairman of the bicameral com- 
mission on state participation in industry, to his son's 
baptism. The prefect and Marzio are shown in the 
photos holding the infant at the baptism. 

While the Pugliese magistracy 1s trying to shed light on 
the activities of Martina and his friendships “above all 
suspicion,” the enquiry into Sisde’s black funds con- 
tinues in Rome. Yesterday former civilian secret service 
Director Alessandro Voci was interrogated at length. The 
prefect denied ever having appropriated funa. or having 
“paid a salary,” as head of the 007's, to the then Interior 
Minister Enzo Scotti. Riccardo Malpica, his predecessor 
as head of the service, was also interrogated for five 
hours. He answered all the judges’ questions. 


Meanwhile, Michele Finocchi, c :¢ of the Sisde officials 
still hiding from justice, replied from his secret refuge by 
threatening legal action and denying alleged links 
between financiers linked to the Magliana Band [crime 
gang] and the service's cover company. “The only com- 
pany in which I| have an interest,” Finocchi stated, “is 
the one that is the registered owner of the apartment in 
which I am living.” Finally, a meeting is scheduled today 
between Prince Rainier of Monaco and Nono Marazzita, 
the capital's well-known criminal lawyer and 007 Mawr- 
izio Broccoletti's defender. At the center of the discus- 
sion, which will take place at the Monte Carlo Royal 
Palace, is the extradition request the Italian authorities 
have issued. 


PDS Leader Attacks Berlusconi 


94ES0200A Milan PANORAMA in Italian 31 Dec 93 
pp 40-41 


[Interview with Massimo D'Alema, president of PDS 
deputies, by Massimo Franco in D’Alema’s office in 
Parliament on 14 December: “Come on, Mr. Berlusconi: 
Let's Have a Showdown!”] 


[Text] The PDS [Democratic Party of the Left] is on the 
attack. Pursuant to the new “double-track” jolicy, 
Occhetto’s second in command opens fire on Berlusconi 
and the political center. What to do about the Fininvest 
TV stations? “Vigilance” and—if need be—“ blackout,” 
he says, fas hep ponaoes the voters “prudence and gradu- 
alness.” 


He has a secret desire: to confront Silvio Berlusconi in a 
face-to-face TV debate—and to defeat him with his 
Togliatti-style dialectic. Massimo D’Alema, 44, presi- 
dent of the PDS deputies, must wait for now. While 
waiting, however, the “strong man™ of Botteghe Oscure 
[PDS headquarters] is preparing to oppose Berlusconi's 
party with an intensity reserved for what he regards as a 
genuine threat. “To forestall an improper use of the TV 
networks by Berlusconi,” he says, “we must prepare 
effective penalty mechanisms. In the event the regula- 
tions regarding election advertising are violated, we need 
to see that his TV stations can be blacked out on the eve 
of the elections.” In other words, pull the plug on them. 
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It was 0930 on Tuesday, 14 December. D'Alema was 
sitting in his office in the Parliament building. There are 
no “communist” icons on the wall. Insicad, you see— 
displayed conspicuously—the small bust of a Carab- 
iniere acting as sentinel for a moderate and reassuring 
Lefi that upholds public order. “I have had that bust for 
two years, ever since they gave it to me,” D’Alema said 
smilingly. “Why ts that surprising? It has esthetic value. 
Moreover, we come from a party—the PCI [Italian 
Communist Party}—that has always defended the dem- 


ovTatic system.” 


|©rance] Do you like playing this anti-Berlusconi role, 
D’Alema? 


[D'Alema] No, because that ts not correct. It overlooks 
the fact that Berlusconi is anti-PDS. lt is he who has 
mobilized against us, by supporting anyone who attacks 
us regardiess of any other consideration. Although he ts 
a ee ee ee ee ee a 
irst. 


[Franco] Are you sure he wasn't? 


[D’Alema] Absolutely. Until now, we had only discussed 
the principle involved. We wanted to attenuate the RAI 
{Italian Broadcasting Corporation]}-Fininvest duopoly of 
the television system. There was no intention of 
attacking him, and even now it rsn‘t that we want him to 
fail... 


[Franco] Now, however, the discussion of principle—as 
you call t—has turned into political opposition. 


{1¥ Aiea] Yes, that was probably the last straw. We now 
are “fr ©.sainst an entrepreneur who has direct control of 
three te’evision networks. He holds a dominant position 
in TV advertising and in many smail TV stations. He 
controls IL GIORNALE through his brother Paolo, and 
is the de facto sponsor of L'INDIPENDENTE. He also 
owns the Mondadori newspapers. In short, he is im a 
position of absolute predominance. This is in itself 
without precedent in the Western world. If an arsenal 
such as this were to be placed at the service of a political 
party... 


[Franco] ...you would go to war against it. 


[D’Alema] No, we have the right to defend ourselves 
against his declaration of war. The problem here is the 
use of media under the terms of a concession granted by 
the state. 


[Franco] But won't the Mammi law concerning the radio 
and TV system be changed” 


[D’Alema] That is no longer good enough. The law that 
imposes limits on political campaign advertising must be 
revised. The right of access must be guaranteed to 
everyone, and the illegal use of television to put political 
adversaries at a disadvantage must be prevented. A 
really special vigilance will be necessary. If Berlusconi 
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the law should intervene automatically and speedily, 
rather than after the fact. 


[Franco] The laws are on your side, but a new phenom- 
enon appears to be disturbing you. 


[D’Alema] That is truc, there ts a new phenomenon. 
Elsewhere, an entrepreneur of the Ber >i type under- 
stands that the role of an entrepre_cur and that of the 
head of a political party are incompatibic, in a moral if 
not a legal sense. It seems to me, however, that he is not 
at all sensitive to this distinction between roles. In Brazil, 


[Franco] Is Brazil the model that Berlusconi the politi- 


[D’Alema] The model for Berlusconi's modus operandi 
is somewhere in between Marinho (the godfather of 
Brazilian TV—editor'’s note) and Giancarlo Cito, the 
“Berlusconi of Taranto,” who thanks to the campaign 
over his TV stations got himself elected mayor. 


[Franco] Could it be that you dislike Berlusconi because 
of his friendship with Bettino Craxi and you want to 
punish him for that? 


[D'Alema] It is not a question of dislike. Berlusconi was 
a major sponsor [preceding word in English} of the 
Craxi-Andreotti-Forlani pact—the CAF. He even said 
that his TG newscasts should support the CAF.... 


[Franco] It wasn't him; if anyone, it was Fedele Confal- 
onieri who said that. 


[D’Alema] Confalonieri is his closest aide. In short, 
i was a prop for the old political regime that 
collapsed. Once that regime fell, he wanted to assure to 
himself alone the advantages that he had previously 
given the CAF. He is following a linear course. ft is 
shocking that despite al! this, Lega would ally itself with 
Berlusconi. It is maximum institutional subversion; it is 
Italy in pieces, with maximum continuity of the old 
regime. 
[Franco] These are two Lombard realities, and Lom- 
bardia today appears to be a precursor of events. Has 
that occurred to you, D’Alema? 


[D'Alema] The impression is that in Italy, a thrust is 
under way in a direction contrary to the one that Lega 
was promoting. The concept of a Lega marching invin- 
cibly to the sea was repudiated by the voters. We shall see 
what happens now. But | definitely perceive—in this 
Bossi who says he will withdraw his party's parliamen- 
tary delegation as soon as the budget bill 1s approved— 
an echo of the late Craxi era: contempt for Parliament, 
which Craxi described as “a pen of dumb oxes.” More- 
over, the Bossi-Berlusconi alliance is basically linked to 
Craxi and Craxism. 


[Franco] Do you fear Berlusconi's party? 
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[D’Alema] Only in the sense that we would prefer to have 
a conservative party as our adversary—a moderate party 
in the European style. 


[Franco] Isn't that what Berlusconi's party ts? 


[D’Alema] I do not view it as being in the European 
mold. What I do see is a clumsy mixture between 
business and politics. Moreover, it appears to me that 
is born of an ideological deception. It is trying to turn 
back the hands of the clock: for example, by their crude 
attempt to brand us as former communists. 


[Franco] Why crude? That ts what you are... 


[D’Alema] Because they are attempting > link us inex- 
orably to the past. 


[Franco] You are also linking Berlusconi to the past, by 
reminding him of his friendship with Craxi. Is that not 
true? 


[D’Alema] But we have made a genuine break with the 
past, culturally as well as politically. | have not seen 
Berlusconi do anything of the sort. He himself has not 
even criticized Cesare Romiti and Carlo De Benedetti 
for the industrialists’ involvement in the kickback 
scandal. 


[Franco] Perhaps it was because the Berlusconi group 
was less involved. 


[D’Alema] So far, that ts. But when the top leadership of 
Fininvest is involved in the investigation of the TV 
broadcasters, and employees of the Ministry of Posts are 
on the Berlusconi payroll, the involvement does exist, I 
say. It 1s similar to a shipowner controlling the Merchant 
Marine Ministry. Moreover, even Confindustria [Gen- 
eral Confederation of Italian Industry] President Luigi 
Abete—who 1s not under investigation—has engaged in 
self-criticism. Berlusconi, on the other hand, does not 
want to acknowledge that the PDS and the Lefi are 
emerging with their heads held high from the crisis of the 
old regime. He is uneasy because he realizes that the 
PDS's capacity to form a coalition is not just a lucky 
circumstance. 


[Franco] Do you know they are calling your Progressive 
Alliance “the cashmere Lefi,” by analogy with the 
“caviar Left” of the Craxi PSI [Italian Socialist Party]? 


[D’Alema] Cashmere is worn by whoever is able to wear 
it. We are a part of the European Lefi—the most modern 
part. We have already corrected the excess of statism 
that is typical of other groups of the European Lefi. In 
this respect, the alliance with the environmentalists has 
helped us a great deal. And the Catholics have a strong 
presence in our ranks. 


[Franco] In short, it is a big Christian Democrai-style 
supermarket [preceding word in English], but one 
belonging to the Left. 
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[D’Alema] Not a supermarket, but a program behind 
which a number of groups are uniting. It is a cultural 
resource that is causing all of Europe to sit up and take 
notice. 

[Franco] In¢sced, this is the PDS that is still backing 
Carlo Azeglio Ciampi for prime minister, and at the 
same time is accepting the votes of Communist Renewal 
for the mayoral candidates. 

[D’Alema] Communist Renewal made a deeply-felt and 
generous decision, which means that it was not made 
frorr: the bru-bru [meaning unclear] as has been alleged. 
As for Ciampi, we have not backed him. The coming 
elections will initiate a phase in which a government of 
national reconstruction will be necessary. If we are 
victorious, we shall not be able to carry out a program of 
the Left immediately. Caution and gradual progress will 
So ennai. Gal adavemannis aap tanaies iaaabet 
continuity with the Ciampi administration. 

[Franco] A government of the moderate Left... 


[D’Alema] Of the Left that knows it must reassure the 
body of nations and the financial world, whose support is 
essential to reconstruction. 


[Franco] Do you already feel you are going to win? 


[D’Alema] No, but we shall campaign for victory and to 
be the majority in the government. 


[Franco] Lega is already saying that after the election 


[D’Alema] I would not rule it out, but we will neither 
request it nor cooperate in maneuvers against the presi- 
dent of the Republic. Scalfaro has played an important 
and positive role—the role of guarantor of democracy. 
He has defended national unity. Why should he resign? 
There are no problems of legitimacy. 


[Franco] Not even with respect to political opportunism? 


[D’Alema] In no way. No head of stats has ever left office 
because elections were held. And if he has resisted 
pressures and intimidations of every sort, he has done so 
solely to avoid the collapse of the nation's institutions. 


Political Leaders Seek Prime Ministership 


94ESO201A Rome L'ESPRESSO in Italian 26 Dec 93 
pp 58-59 


[Article by Guido Quaranta: “You Know What? | Am 
Going To Make Myself Prime Minister™] 


[Text] Political crazes, self-nomination. Ayala, leader of 
AD [Democratic Alliance]. Mastella and Buttiglione in 
place of Martinazzoli. Nothing less than Maroni and 
Occhetto in Ciampi’s place. They have gone to work on it 
all by themselves, but no one has called for them. 


One of the first to put himself forward, some months 
ago, was Giuseppe Ayala, a rabid Republican. He was 
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followed a short time later by Roberto Maroni, a colonel 
of the Lega. Then Achille Occhetto, the leader of the 
progressives, made a move. And now here comes a 
Rocco Buttighione, the DC [Christian Democrat] seer. 
For some time now a real mania for self-nomination to 
more important positions has been widespread among 
the prominent personalities of the various parties. 


Presumption? Self-delusion? Faulty appraisal of their 
own limitations? Total absence of a sense of the ridicu- 
lous? Experts in the field do not exclude anything: “It 
varies from one person to another.” But they think that 
a lot of it comes from the personalized and showy 
politics introduced by the new single-constituency elec- 
toral system. “No one any longer has the modesty, real or 
pretended, that there used to be. They all now think they 
are great personages.” 


But who are these personages? And what do people think 
of them in the Palazzo [Parliament]? 


Let us begin wi’ the Christian Democrat, who is chro- 
nologically the last, Recce Buttiglione, 45, from Gailipoli 
in Puglia, bishop-like in appearance, a philosopher of the 
Catholic Right, well-regarded by Pope John Pau! II, idol 
of the youth of Communion and Liberation, consultant 
to secretary Mino Martinzzzoli, and brother of Angela 
Buttighone, anchorperson of Channel One News. On 
Monday, ! 3 December, he let it be known that he would 
gladly gather up the remains of the crossed shield [Chris- 
tian Democratic symbol]. “Were the secretary to ask me, 
1 would accept,” he sighed with Christian humility. He 
said that he was ready to make agreements with both the 
technocrats of Silvio Berlusconi and with the comrades 
of Gianfranco Fini. And he believes that he can con- 
struct, together wiih them, a strong center party that 
would save the country from the danger of a regime of 
the Lefi. 


Liked by the internal Right, which considers him 
another Don Sturzo, this philosopher from Puglia is not 
at all liked by the Left, partly because two years ago at 
the time of the Gulf war he took the part of the Iraqi 
dictator, Sadam Hussein. And then, according to the 
Christian Democratic undersecretary for public works, 
Pino Pisicchio, the DC [Christian Democratic Party] 
needs tough leaders like Orlando and not milquetoast 
intellectuals like him: “Buttighone 1s involved with cul- 
ture. But culture does not win votes.” 


In any event Buttighone immediately caused another 
self-appointed Christian Democratic candidate to be 
forgotten, the former aide to Ciriaco De Mita and now 
vice president of the Chamber, Clemente Mastella, who 
threw his ha. into the ring around the end of November. 
He too had announced that he wanted to be secretary, 
but his proposal aroused general hilarity: the head of the 
deputies, Gerardo Bianco, referred to it as something 
ridiculous and Martinazzoli deemed it a piece of folk- 
lore. 
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In any case the politicians who put themselves in evi- 
dence this week are not aiming only at the leadership of 
a party. 


At the beginning of December, for instance, the head of 
the Lega deputies, Roberto Maroni, announced that he 
wanted to become prime minister, maintaining that he 
possesses the necessary requisites and already has many 
ideas in mind. “I love to take risks,” he proclaimed. “I 
am younger than Carlo Azeglio Ciampi. | know how to 
really resolve Italy's problems. And I will have first class 
ministers chosen from both inside and outside the party. 
Marco Formentini, the present mayor of Milan, could be 
an excellent extraordinary minister of economy.” How- 
ever, since that time nobody has brought the question up 
again and it appears to be dead. 


The head of the Popular Party in favor of the reform, 
Mario Segni, has also put himself forward to lead a 
government, presenting himself as the coming “prime 
minister of a moderate Italy.” He announced an alliance 
of Catholics and lay forces outside the traditional par- 
ties. He set forth the program he intends to put into 
effect as soon as he goes to Palazzo Chigi [Prime Minis- 
ter’s Office] (direct election of the prime minister, eco- 
nomic liberalism, social solidarity), and he guaranteed 
that he would block both the secessionist aims of the 
Northern Licague of Umberto Bossi and the hegemonic 
inclinations of the leftist front led by PDS [Democratic 
Party of the Left] secretary Achille Occhetto. 


Except that Segni does not attract followers in the 
Palazzo [Parliament] either. The Honorable Maroni says 
that as head of government he does not exist: “He seems 
to be only a poster.” And the Christian Democrat 
Giovanni Mongiello adds that he is liked only by the 
audience of “The Red and the Black”, the television 
show of Michele Santoro, who gauges people's humors 
every Thursday evening as he urges them to go higher 
with exhortations to “pile it on.” 


Even Achille Occhette has become one of the self- 
nominated candidates and his entry goes back to a 
couple of weeks ago when, made proud by the success 
achieved in the administrative elections, he permitted 
himself a little impulsiveness. 


When interviewed by LA STAMPA of Turin he was, in 
fact, triumphal, as is his custom: “Recently the ambas- 
sadors of the European Community, the English 
reporters of THE TIMES, and the Japanese reporters of 
NIKKEI carefully examined my face and profile, sub- 
jecting me to an international university examination on 
capability for governing. Having also seen the reactions 
of the markets, | think I did more than just pass.” And 
when the German newspaper DER SPIEGEL, a little 
confused, asked him whether the next head of govern- 
ment might be a former head of the PCI [Italian Com- 
munist Party], he pretended to be defensive but never 
batted an eyelid: “I almost hope that the question will 
not arise. But it would be logical, after an electoral 
victory, that | should take on the position of prime 
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minister. That is the democratic custom all over Europe. 
Today my candidacy for prime minister is to be consid- 
ered natural and legitimate: it ts an indication of how the 
times have changed.” 


The comments on Occhetto are even more severe. His 
comrade, Alberto Asor Rosa has writte.: that if it were to 
be repeated, the self-nomination of the PDS [Democratic 
Party of the Left] secretary “would be laughabie on the 
personal plane and could have very negative political 
effects on the next election.” PDS Deputy Carmine 
Nardone maintains that no comrade of his group (“all 
serious people”) thinks that he can succeed. One of his 
party comrades, Luigi Mombelli, adds that with a gov- 
ernment in Occhetto’s hands, Italy would inevitably hit 
bottom. And a Republican, Guglielmo Castagnetti, com- 
ments: “Enrico Berlinguer, may he rest in peace, thought 
of the PCI as a serious party for struggle and for 
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* EU Commission Issues Agriculture Guidelines 


* Impact on Farmers, Prices Estimated 


94ENO170A Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in 
Finnish 28 Nov 93 pp D 2-3 


{Article by Renny Jokelin: “EU Commission on Secret 
Document: Tight, Close-Fisted Tree:ment yor Finland's 
Agriculture™] 

[Text] A “memorandum” issued last Wednesday [24 
November] in the name of the cight EU [European 
Union] commissioners sets the guidelines for how the 
EU should react to the regional, agricultural, and eco- 
nomic policy demands that Finland, Sweden, Norway, 
and Austria have presented as conditions for their mem- 
bership. 

In the opinion of the Finnish Government and the EU 
Commission, the 25-page document, which has a 10- 
page appendix, is an accurate and fair analysis of how 
things would go for Finland as a member. On Thursday, 
the Finnish Government nevertheless rejected the con- 
clusions and proposals made on the basis of the EU 
analyses. On Friday, the EU reiterated that its conclu- 
SIONS are quite correct. 


HELSINGIN SA*!OMAT explains here the key points of 
the document that the Commission had declared to be 
secret and that is to go to the EU forcign ministers to be 
decided on on Finland's Independence Day. 


Finland is requesting so-called number one support from 
the EU for six areas. The Commission agrees to provide 
aid for Lapland, Southern Savo, Northern Karelia, 
Kainuu, and Kuusamo. However, the Commission 
rejects number one support for Southern Pohjanmaa 
because it 1s surrounded by overly wealthy areas. 


The Commission figures that only Kuusamo is so poor 
that it meets the basic criteria for a number one area, 
that is, a “poorest area.” Calculated in terms of pur- 
chasing power, Kuusamo’s per person national product 
is 74 percent of the average in the EU countries. In Savo, 
Karelia, and Kainuu the figure is 80-81 percent and 94 
percent in Lapland. In all of Finland, the figure is 104 
percent. The Commission uses 1988, 1989, and 1990 as 
its base years, which are most inappropriate for Finland. 
The Commission realizes, however, that the five areas 
severely suffered from the “Russian economic crisis,” 
unemployment, and the decline in national income, 
among other things, between 1990 and 1992. 


The Commission's recommenda’ ons would bring areas 
in which 686,000 Finns, 13.7 percent of the population, 
live within the compass of aid for the poor. Norway 
would get number one aid for 13.8 percent of its popu- 
lation, Austria 3.5 percent, and Sweden 3.1 percent. Aid 
for Sweden would go to Norrbotten, which is noticeably 
wealthy, that is, 113 percent of the EU average. 


The ©rammission did not calculate amounts of moncy. 
According to the document, the wealthiest EU member 
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countries will get a number one subsidy of from 78 to 
118ECUs per person living im those areas in 1994. If 
Great Britain's level (95 ECU) is applied, Finland would 
gct 430 million markkas a year in aid for the r-vor from 
Brussci's coffers. The Finnish Government would have 
to invest an additional 50 percent of that sum in aid as a 
fition [for iving itl 
Finland would only receive the moncy if it were able to 
come up with infrastructure projects for the five areas 
that are approved by Brussels. Among others, these are 


Commission Will Decide Itself on Other Aid 
Number one aid will account for 70 percent of EU 


youth, and retraining. The Commission promises only 
that Finland will have the opportunity to apply for aid 
for them too. 


The Brussels Commission will decide on areas and 
projects once support for the poor is agreed on among 


January and it urges the applicants to wait until then. 


“Northernness” Being Considered 


Support for structural change may be obtained as aid for 
investments in agricultural production, start-up money 
for young farmers, income subsidvs, and for the mar- 
keting and processing of agricultus’ . and forest products. 
The subsidized area must be 1 ountainous, hilly, or 
otherwise disadvantaged (LF 4. ;less-favored areas}). 


Finland is demanding that the whole country be consid- 
ered an LFA area. To do this, the EC would have to 
accept “northernness” as a new criterion in addition to 
elevation above the earth's surface. Finland is 
that the northernness boundary be the 60th 
above which the growing season lasts at most 180 days. 


ery appa ame per the EU cannot change its 
rules to suit ts’ wishes. The EU is considering 
the concept of “northernness.” These criteria will also 
have to be applied in such a way that “treatment as equal 
as in a comparable area in the EU would be assured.” 


Some of the countrnes that have applied for membership 
want permission to administer aid in the form of a lump 
sum per farm. The Commission does not accept that. 
Woodland Estates Do Not Come Within Compass of 
EU Aid 


The EU accepts the definition of a “farmer” as a person 
who spends at least half of his working hours on a farm 
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and at least half of whose income comes from farming, 
forestry, fishing, and tourism services. 


However, 25 percent of his income must be obtained 
directly from farming on his own farra. Finland is 
demanding the right to count income i: 5m forestry as 
part of this 25 percent. According to the Commission, 
this is impossible. Thus “forest-intensive™ farmers 
would remain compictely outside the compass of the EU 
agriculture system and subsidies. 


Finland would like to extend the special EU subsidy 
programs to aluo cover pork. eggs, and broilers, which are 
not at present included. The Commiussion feels that they 
cannot be subsidized out of Brussels funds. Finland 
might obtain permission to provide national subsidies 
“under certain circumstances and within the framework 
of specific limited financing.” 


Own Regional Funds for 35 Percent 


Finland wants rules that depart from present EU prac- 
tice by means of which it could provide regional aid. On 
the basis of the EU rules, 28 percent of Finns could in 
principle obtain special regional subsidies. Finland 
would like [permission for] 41 percent. 

The main reason for Finland's demands 1s probably the 
fact that Finland ts sparsely settled. The EU does not 
recognize such a criterion, but the Commission would be 
prepared to allow it. The limit would be at most 10 
inhabitants per square kilometer, which would permit 
national subsidies for areas occupied by 35 percent of all 
Finns. 

To achieve this, Finland would like to set up aid areas by 
dividing them into 88 so-called NUTS [Regional Funds 
for Disadvantaged Areas] Ill areas. The Commission 
will approve 12 areas. 


“In severely limited cases,” the Coramission is willing to 
approve aid for transport in areas in which the distances 
are exceptionally long. 


Commission Admits Income Will Drop 


The Commission estimates that, if Finland were to 
switch to EU price levels without special subsidies, farm 
imcome would drop $5 percent in northern Finland from 
30 to 40 percent im the south. If Finland were to receive 
all the present forms of EU aid (mountainous country 
subsidy, LFA subsidy, environment subsidy), the loss of 
imcome would still be as much as 40 percent in the north 
and from 3 to 30 percent in the south, depending on the 
type of farm. 


The Commission feels that Finland should switch to EU 
producer prices throughout the whole country immed- 
ately. The drop in income would be compensated for 
within a few years by Finnish Government subsidies. the 
number of which would gradually be reduced. Transition 
periods would vary according & product, but the Com- 
mission does not specify their lengths. They could prob- 
ably range from five to 10 years. 


With respect to this too, Finland would like to classify 


support, but 
addition asking for permission to provide 600 ECU 
(2,160 markkas) of national aid per domestic animal unit 
im the north and 250 ECU (1,650 markkas) im the south. 


This model is called the ACA, which the Commission 
extensively and academically explains in the document. 


* Finnish Negotiators React 
94E.NO170B Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in 
Finnish 23 Nov 93 pp D 2-3 


tamer Ay a one rege “Agreement in Helsinki and 
Brussels, Is Big Heikki Lost or Is Minister Playing 
Hardball Politics?” ] 


[Text] On Thursday [18 November] Foreign Minister 
Hetkki Haavisto was sitting in the Ritarisali in Katajan- 
okka, Helsinki, and he looked as though he was dead 
drunk. Haavisto was twisting in his hands an 
document that had come from Brussels, and he admitted 
that he did not fully understand what was written in it. In 
September, Finiand had submitted to the Commission it 
wishes as to how Finnish agri and regional policy 
might be handled if Finland joins the European Union 
(EU). Haavesto, Foreign Trade Minister Pertti Salo- 
lainen, Finland's second most important EU negotiator, 
and, in a manner of speaking, all Finns received the EU's 
preliminary response last Wednesday. 

Above all, Haavisto could not understand how the EU 
Commission could deal with Finland so shabiuly. 


The ministers had a proper 25-pase document with a 
10-page appendix, but it had been kept secret from the 
public. The two-page summary that was made public 
told part of the truth. 


None of the other politicians or government officials 
involved in the negotiations for Finland's membership 
in the EU dared to comment on the contents of the paper 
either. Haavisto said that the positions taken by the 
Commission were in some places so difficult to under- 
stand that it took Finnish experts a whole day to make 
out what it was saying. Nor had the two-page summa/y 
been translated into Finnish. feb eee 4 ad mmr g 
gible explanations of it throughout the whole weekend. 
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Finland for membership in the EU in March 
1992. In November 1992 the EU) Commission issued a 
Statement on Finland, on the bases of which negotiations 
were initiated on | February 1993. 

In its Opening statement im the negotiations, Finland 
announced that it accepted alll of the laws in effect mm the 
European Union, that is, all the regulations and tnech - 


every single EU law relating to agriculture. 


The Finnish negotiators and politicians continually 
issued Communiques to the effect that the negotiations 
were proceeding smoothly and that they were receiving 
“understanding” for Finland's difficulties. Finns 
thought that the EU might grant Finland special rights so 
that Finland would benefit from EU rules as much as its 
prevent members do. 


Haavisto, who became foreign minister in the spring, 
said that Finland could not, however, become a member 
without extensive special arrangements for Finland. 


Rene Sterchen, the member of the Commission respon- 
sible for agriculture, visited Finland im June. Just before 
his arrival, he ruled out any hopes for special arrange- 
ments. 


The Finnish Government viewed Sicichen’s policy as 
being wapossible. His words were certainly misinter- 


The arctic problems Finland's agriculture 1s saddled with 
were explained to Steichen. who had just arrived from 
chilly, rarny Brussels, in the summer weather 


[of Hel.inki}. Sterchen reiterated to us Finns that the EU 
would not change its rules to rules adjusiecd just to 
accommodate the Finnish farm sector. In Finland we 
wanted to forget the whole conversation. 


NORDIC COUNTRIES 23 


Finland brolonged Official Paase 

Finland deliberately prolonged the negotiations with the 
Commussion for weeks on end because, in the opinion of 
the other negotiators, Finland's agriculture problems 


were to imtervene im the maticr too soon. 
Finlan.: submitted its objectives for agriculture at the 
end of August. The government announced a package of 


objectives worth 7 billion markkas, 3.5 billion of which 
it was presumed would come from Brussels’ coffers. 


These objectives were drafied largely through mutual 
understanding with Commission officials. Finland 
dropped a demand, among others, for a so-called price 
supplement system from the package because the Com- 
mission said that it would not stand a chance of being 
accepted. The Commussion's agriculture section and the 
Finnish negotiators made a huge number of calculations, 
based on, for the so-called ACA model. 
according, to which Finnish agncultural product prices 
would only be gradually lowered to EU price levels. 


Only a couple of weeks ago the Commission's agriculture 
section was tn the process of approving that model, but 
last Wednesday the entire Commission threw it on with 
several other alternatives to be studied. Haavisto was 
puzzied at how the Commission could behave like that 
after Brussels and Helsinki wad worked vut calculations 
based on that model for months. 


The explanation that was forthcuming from Brussels was 
that the “internal market men” or “competition gang™ in 
the Commussion im part steamroliered the agriculture 
section. In their opimon, trade barriers must be torn 
down as soon as Finland and the other three countries 
applving for membership become members. 


Last Thursday Salolainen demanded “at the negotia- 
tions on agriculture be quickly raised to the level of the 
muinrsters of the member countnes and politicians so that 


the EU capitals would have a beiter understanding of the 
situation. 


This ts an odd expectation since i is precisely on the 
issue of agriculture that the member countries are prob- 
ably more urcor- rromising than the Commission. 


Agricultw: —__.der the Commission's control and in the 
member coantrics they have faith in its experts. The 
member countries would hardly agree to granting Fin- 
land anywhere near as many exceptions to the rules as 
the Commussion initially outlined. 


The member countrnes would go ahead and demand new 
advantages for themselves, which would revive old dis- 
putes among the present momber countries. The EU 
argued for a year over reform of its agriculture pol'cy and 
the mternational GATT negotiations have been para- 
lyzed for a couple of years now largely because of the 
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EU's agriculture problems. Given this situation, Fin- 
land’s expectations of getting the EU to revise its rules 
seem to be hopeless. 


Interpretations are complicated by the fact that some 
observers operating in Brussels feel that the Commis- 
sion’s paper is a relatively soft one. They view the 
guidelines for regional policy and state aid in particular 
as clearing the way to the four countries’ admission. 


EC representatives responded to Haavisto’s astonish- 
ment on Friday, saying that the paper was very explicit 
and that the Finns have reason to be thankful for the 
Commission's guidelines. 


Real Crisis or Big Ploy? 


Is Big Heikki lost or is he playing hardball politics? The 
offer on agriculture is poorer than the government may 
have hoped for and it will be hard to sell it to agricultural 
producers and the Center Party. 


Why would Haavisto be playing a game? 


The Commission's positions are very far from his own 
and his party's hopes. On the other hand, they are closer 
to Salolainen and the Conservative Party's hopes, which 
may fit in with the fact that the EU would pressure 
Finland to reduce its expenditures for agriculture. 


Haavisto, who had earlier strongly opposed membership 
in the EU, was picked to be foreign minister so that 
Finland's membership in the EU could be better sold to 
the public in a national referendum, among other rea- 
sons. Could it be that Haavisto’s former opposition to 
the EU is pushing its way into the foreground as the 
negotiations become tougher in the area he is best at? 


Or does Haavisto now have to save himself and secure 
his old post in the MTK [Agricultural Producers Associ- 
ation]? It may be up for grabs for the last time at the end 
of the year and criticism of Haavisto is rife among the 
rank and file. Since whether he is to stay on in that post 
1s to be decided on in the coming week, now is the time 
for tough talk. 


The EU foreign ministers will approve their own agri- 
culture policy lines a few days later, on Finland's Inde- 
pendence Day. Haavisto could agree to them more 
readily if continuation in his MTK post were in the bag. 


From the standpoint of the people of Finland, it would, 
of course, be best if Haavisto, Salolainen, and the nego- 
tiating machine's bewilderment and concern were 
merely a clever tactic aimed at Brussels. 


From the standpoint of the people of Finland, the worst 
thing that could happen would be for that tactic to be 
aimed at Finns. They have to act completely bewildered 
so that they can later proclaim a victory over the 
attacking forces. There have been such “resolved crises” 
before, in part to meet domestic needs. 
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During the initial phase of the negotiations Finland 
fought for mandatory pension insurance, which the 
government raised in the negotiations as being the third 
most important issue along with agriculture and regional 
policy. These had been, to be sure, already agreed on 
between the EU and Finland as part of the European 
Economic Area (EEA) agreement, which is to go into 
effect in January. 


Later in the spring Haavisto and Salolainen gave rise to 
“rumors” to the effect that administrative changes were 
being drafted in the EU and that the powers of the small 
member countries would be limited. A few weeks later 
they announced that the threat would be warded off. It 
was never made quite clear whether the threat was a real 
one and whether it has now been eliminated. 


The bewilderment of Finland's chief negotiators with the 
EU as concerns a key issue can only add to people's 
bewilderment over what Finland is really in the end 
seeking for its agriculture and what it can get. The 
average citizen benefits very little from reading Minister 
Salolainen’s random statement made on Thursday that 
“after all, it says here that...comparable regions [pre- 
ceding words in English]....” 


* Rural Leader: Quit Talks 


94ENO170C Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in 
Finnish 28 Nov 93 p 9 


[Unattributed article: “SMP Would Break Off Finland's 
EU Membership Negotiations, Vistbacka: Commission's 
Position Paper Was Devastating”) 


[Text] [no place-name as published] STT—Finnish 
Rural Party (SMP) chairman Raimo Vistbacka wants 
Finland to break off its negotiations for membership in 
the European Union (EU). In his opinion, the negotia- 
tions are clearly drifting into a blind alley. 


At a meeting of his party's representatives in Helsinki on 
Saturday [27 November], Vistbacka said that, if the EEA 
[European Economic Area] agreement proves to be 
favorable in every respect from our country’s standpoint, 
Finland will still have a chance to join the EU later if a 
majority of the nation feels it necessary. 


In the SMP chairman's opinion, the EU Commission's 
position paper on Finland's objectives for its agriculture 
and regional policies was devastating. The organization 
would not offer anything but crumbs for the support 
Finland aspires to. 


Vistbacka also wants an economic recovery policy. In his 
opinion, the government would not lose anything, even 
if it were to finally follow the path of economic recovery 
marked out by the opposition. 


The present government would do us a service “by 
voluntarily resigning and making way for a new, national 
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salvation government,” Vistbacka said. He did, how- 
ever, think that nothing decisive would happen with 
government policies before the presidential elections are 
in progress. 

Vistbacka predicted that SMP presidential candidate 
Sulo Aittoniemi would garner a “huge vote.” “And who 
knows—he might even be knocking on the gates of 
Mantyniemi.” 


Drop in Interest Rate Would Benefit Banks 


In a position paper by the SMP party representatives, 
they estimate that only the banks would benefit from a 
drop in the prime interest rate. The banks are unwilling 
to reduce their own profit margins and a new law will not 
make ihe prime rate more advantageous after it drops 
either, the party points out. 


In the SMP’s opinion, the government is paralyzing the 
economy with its ineffective employment policy, espe- 
cially as concerns our country’s young people. “The 
government's most noteworthy economic policy actions 
are to be found in the scrapping of the empioyment law,” 
the party thinks. 


* SDP Deputy Chief Blames Aho 


94EN0170D Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in 
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[Unattributed article: “Kekkonen: Government Owes 
Us Explanation Kegarding EU"} 


[Text] In Ilmajoki, SDP [Social Democratic Party] Vice 
Chairman Antero Kekkonen accused Prime Minister 
Esko Aho’s (Center Party) government of one-sided 
handling of the policy on Europe. According to him, the 
EC Commission's responses to Finland's demands with 
regard to agriculture are a sign of this. 


“The government must make clear its intentions as 
quickly as possible so that citizens may know whether it 
is a question of the government's unwillingness or inabil- 
ity.” 

In Kekkonen’s opinion, it will be disastrous if Finland's 


positions on the European Union “open up only on the 
bases of a world that is now past.” 


* Farmers’ Group Leader Comments 


94ENO170E Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in 
Finnish 28 Nov 93 p 6 


[Unatiributed article: “Nevala: No Supersubsidies 
Forthcoming From EU") 


[Text] In the opinion of Agricultural Producers Associ- 
ation (MTK) executive director Markku Nevala, mem- 
bership in the European Union on the terms now being 
offered would mean a death blow to most of Finland's 
rural sector. Farmers’ income would plummet and, from 
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the standpoint of the rural sector's vitality, too many 
farms would have to completely cease operations, 
Nevala said in Kurikka. 


* Food Industry Group Weighs Impact 
94ENO0170F Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in 
Finnish 28 Nov 93 p 6 


[Article by Esko Nurmi: “Food Industry Not Surprised 
at EU's Stand on Transition Period” | 


[Text] Unlike the agricultural producers, the Food 
Industry Association was not surprised at the European 
Union (EU) Commission's guidelines on agriculture for 
Finland. In its position paper, the Commission did sot 
agree to the transition period Finland has been trying to 
obtain, during which prices would gradually be reduced 
to lower EU levels with the aid of a special compensation 
payment. 


“We could have expected this,” said foreign trade chief 
Lea Lastikka of the Food Industry Association. “For 30 
years they've been working in the Commission for a 
Europe without borders. This is why the prevailing view 
in the Commission is that border patrols, border con- 
trols, or customs inspections cannot be maintained.” 


The member companies of the Food Industry Associa- 
tion's integration goals are in conflict with one another. 
However, Lastikka emphasized that the existing view in 
the association favors gradual adjustment for the meat 
and dairy industries. They do not mean to issue new 
proclamations. 


“The part of the food industry that has been in the free 
trade sector has had to adjust to EU prices in its own 
interest.” 


For example, crackers, candy, bread, and beverages are 
“free trade products.” With them the difference between 
the high prices of domestic raw materials and world 
market prices is compensated for. Free trade product 
producers feel that the differences in price of raw mate- 
rials will be eliminated with the present system, but that 
rapid adjustment to EU price levels would afford this 
part of the industry freer access to world markets, to 
those outside of Europe too. 


Milk and meat processing plants are in large part owned 
by farmers. According to Lastikka, these branches of the 
industry's policy line, which imitates the views of the 
MTK [Agricultural Producers Association], is in part a 
consequence of the ownership basis, but nevertheless 
chiefly of the real need to protect their own operating 
requirements. 


“The slaughterhouses and dairies want to ensure their 
supply of raw materials. Slaughterhouses are unneces- 
sary if there are no animals in Finland. It doesn't pay to 
import live animals from abroad to be slaughtered here. 
Dairies are unnecessary if there is no milk.” 
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Milk would scarcely be transported in liquid form, but 
cheeses, powdered milk, butter, and fats could come 
from abroad. The transporting of sausages and/or other 
meat products is no problem either. 


The Food Industry Association has no idea as to how 
many jobs a sudden switch to EU prices for agricultural 
products might take away from the milk and meat 
processing industries. There are about 50,000 jobs in the 
entire food industry. It is estimated that their number 
will drop to 40,000 or a bit less than that by the year 
2000 as a result of the increased efficiency of operations. 


* Political Unity Vital for Success in Brussels 


94ENO168C Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in 
Finnish 4 Dec 93 p 2 


[Commentary by HELSINGIN SA’° OMAT columnist 
Max Jakobson: “National Line of Action for EU Nego- 
tiations”] 

[Text] In some quarters in Finland the Brussels Commis- 
sion’s statement on the agriculture policies of the four 
countries who have applied for membership in the 
European Union (EU) is regarded as a death sentence 
passed on an innocent man that cannot be appealed. 
What is, however, involved are official-level recommen- 
dations to the political decisionmakers, that is, the 
governments of the EU's 12 member countries. There- 
fore, the actual negotiations on agriculture are only 
beginning. 

Since the representatives of the 12 governments, each of 
which has the gray eminence of his own MTK [Agricul- 
tural Producers Association] behind him, will be sitting 
on the other side of the table, Finland's negotiators 
should be able to rely on the fact that their own backs are 
covered. This is not the way it will be if we are squab- 
bling over our goals in the negotiations at home. 


All of the talks on issues that are to be negotiated will be 
conducted in the merciless glare of the news media and 
they will influence the estimates of the situation and the 
positions on these issues adopted by the governments of 
the EU countries. They will also influence future 
national referendums. This is why a national consensus 
on the line to be pursued in the negotiations is required 
to achieve a favorable outcome. 


The solution to the agriculture problem must be looked 
at as a part of the whole that the membership agreement 
will ultimately constitute. The following comparative 
figures will shed light on the material importance of 
agriculture from the standpoint of the whole: 


* Agriculture's share of the total value of the goods and 
services produced in Finland, that is, the gross 
national product, is over 3 percent. 

¢ The portion of the the entire population employed in 
farming and forestry occupations is about 9 percent. 

¢ In round numbers the number of farms is 130,000, a 
third of which are dairy farms and over a fourth of 
which are grain-growing farms. 
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¢ The production of nearly all the most important 
products exceeds Finland's own needs: 25 percent [in 
excess] for grain, for example, and 34 percent for 
milk. 

¢ Direct agricultural subsidies from the national budget 
amount to from |2 to 13 billion markkas, in addition 
to which the farm sector receives indirect tax subsi- 
dies. 


The situation is not, however, a static one. The Ministry 
of Agriculture estimates that, if there are no substantial 
changes in our agriculture policy, by the end of the 
decade we will drifi into a situation in which the number 
of farms is 76,000, but the number of farms will be 
44,500 if we improve the structure of the farm sector 
through active measures. 


The chave in the world economy that is seriously 
shaking up Finland's entire economy—as shown by the 
unemployment figures—is thus inevitably also leading to 
a change in the structure of our farm sector—regardless 
of whether Finland joins the European Union or not. 
This structural change will above all be accelerated by 
the GATT agreement, which is also aimed at freeing 
world trade in farm products. A mutual understanding 
on agriculture has just been reached between the EU and 
the United States, which probably means that the GATT 
agreement will finally be realized. From this it follows 
that agricultural subsidies will begin to be cut back 
throughout the entire EU area. 


A structural change in our farm sector can probably be 
effected in a more controlled manner within the frame- 
work of a common EU agriculture policy than in the 
event that Finland is left to adapt to the conditions of the 
world economy on its own. The subsidy package Finland 
is aiming for in the EU would cost about 7 billion 
markkas, half of which would be paid for by the EU. 
When we further note that at the same time producer 
prices would be significantly lowered and consumer 
prices somewhat so, the result would be considerably 
more advantageous for us than the present subsidy 
system. But the “bottom line” will, however, not become 
clear before the negotiations. 


The material dimensions are certainly not enough to 
describe the importance of agriculture. Preservation_of 
the rural sector as a vital part of Finnish society is a Sal 
approved of by everyone. “It is of vital importance to us 
to keep the countryside inhabited.” President Mauno 
Koivisto said in a speech he gave before the European 
Union Parliament in Strasbourg. 


The Brussels Commission has in principle endorsed this 
goal, as is demonstrated by its positions on regional 
policy issues, but it does not recommend approval of all 
the measures that, according to the Finnish experts. are 
necessary to achieve that goal. The Commission notes 
that the applicant countries should not expect that all of 
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their wishes can be agreed to. But in its statement, it 
leaves several key issues open, that is, to be decided on in 
future negotiations. 

The currently prevailing party politics arrangement 
makes it difficult to achieve a national consensus on 
Finland's negotiating line. The Esko Aho government is 
formed on the basis of a conventional division into right 
versus lefi—that is, one dependent on the support of a 
monsocialist parliamentary majority. But how we view 
membership in the EU constitutes a more important 
dividing line than the right-left axis, and the government 
parties are split by it. The opinion polls indicate that the 
great majority of Center Party voters oppose member- 
ship and that just as large a majority of Conservative 
Party voters support it. In parliament a majority in 
support of membership can only be gotten together with 
the aid of the SDP [Social Democratic Party]. This is 
why the leading opposition party should be gotten to join 
in the formulation of a national negotiating line. 


Despite the fact that it is split on this issue, the govern- 
ment has been able to keep from falling apart because, 
pursuing a traditional Agrarian League tactic, Center 
Party leaders felt that they could best protect the inter- 
ests of the segment of the population that they represent 
by participating in cooperation in the government and 
because the Conservative Party let the Center Party 
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dictate agriculture policy goals so that the Center Party 
would remain on the Brussels bandwagon. 


But the arrangement may founder if the idea comes into 
being among supporters of membership that Center 
Party leaders are trying to settle the whole membership 
issue on the farm sector's terms alone and, as for the 
Centrists, they feel that supporters of membership are 
trying to resolve the issue at the expense of the justified 
interests of the farm sector. Such mutual suspicions 
contain the seeds of a political crisis. 


A national negotiating line in which the SDP could also 
participate has to be built on the foundations of an 
overall view involving Finland's interests. This is what 
Foreign Minister Heikki Haavisto proposed in a speech 
he delivered on 23 August: 


“From the standpoint of the political and economic 
development of all of Europe, the EC is the key factor. 
We can best protect our national interests as a member 
of it in terms of both our economy and our security 


policy.” 


We must believe that MTK [Agricultural Producers 
Association] Heikki Haavisto ts of the same opinion as 
Foreign Minister Heikki Haavisto. 
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Government Lifts Arms Embargo Against 
Azerbaijan 

NC2912170393 Istanbul HURRIYET in Turkish 23 
Dec 93 p 24 


{Report by Sezai Sengun: “Conditional Supply of Arms 
to Azerbayan™] 

[Text] Turkey has lifted the arms embargo it imposed on 
Azerbaijan when Geydar Aliyev came to power in that 
republic. Turkey's decision to resume its military aid was 
prompted by Azerbaijan's guarantee to Ankara that it 
will relax its “pro-Russia™ policy. However, Turkey will 
no longer provide military grants to Baku. The cost of 
the military materiel Azerbaijan will receive will be 
financed through $30 million in credit that Turkey has 
extended to that republic. Meanwhile, the first consign- 
ment of Turkish military aid to Azerbayan has already 
reached Baku. The necessary plans have been drawn up 
for the supply of some 30 plane-loads of military supplies 
to that republic, but Turkey has resolutely informed the 
officials in Azerbaijan of its two conditions for resuming 
aid. They are as follows: 


1. Turkey 1s aware that Azerbayan’s troops have secretly 
sold the military aid sent to Azerbaijan in the past. This 
state of affairs cannot be condoned. Strong measures 
must be taken to ensure that the military aid supplied to 
Azerbayan remains in the Azerbaijan Armed Forces’ 
inventory. 


2. Turkey has dispatched more than 150 experts to help 
Azerbayan establish its national army. They are inactive 
at the present time. Experts from various countries, 
particularly from Afghanistan and Russia, have a more 
effective role in the matter. The necessary arrangements 
must be made to rectify this situation and allow the 
Turkish military experts to play a decisive role in the 
establishment of Azerbaijan's Armed Forces. 


The contacts First Deputy Prime Minister Abbas Abba- 
sov, Foreign Minister Gasan Gasanov, and former Chief 
of Staff Nurettin Sadykhov held in Ankara some time 
ago affected Turkey's decision to lift its arms embargo 
against Averbayan. They assured the Turkish officials 
that Turkey cannot be excluded from the efforts to 
reconstruct Azerbaiyan. They also promised that Turkish 
firms will have priority in marketing Azerbaijani oi! in 
the world. 


Brussels Kurdish Committee Claim PKK Leader 
Not Dead 

BR2I912160493 Brussels DE MORGEN in Dutch 29 
Dec 93 p 2 


{Unattributed article: “PKK Leader Ocalan Not Dead” 


[Text] Brussels, 29 Dec—Two Turkish newspapers 
reported yesterday that Abdullah Ocalan, leader of the 
militant Kurdish Workers’ Party (PKK). has been killed. 
However, the Turkish authorities were unable to confirm 
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or deny this, while the Brusscls-based Kurdistan Com- 
mittee categorically denied the facts via a communique. 


According to the Turkish newspaper HURRIYET, 
Yildirim Akbulut, a government spokesman in Ankara, 
stated Monday [27 December] night that Ocalan has 
been hunted down for weeks and that he may well have 
been killed in the meantime. 


Yesterday afternoon, the Kurdistan Committee in Brus- 
sels issued a statement from Ocalar’s spokesman, in 
which the PKK leader's death is denied. “We can only 
laugh at such news reports. We have already stated 
earlier that our leader is in Kurdistan and that he is 
leading our struggle. It is quite possible that he will very 
soon meet with the Turkish and international press at his 
base in Kurdistan.” 


The spokesman added that “10 days ago, it had already 
been reported on Turkish television that Ocalan was 
arrested. This is purely psychological warfare, in an 
attempt to demoralize our people, which will not work.” 


Warning 

“I am warning all Europeans: Anyone who travels to 
Turkey, puts his or her life at risk.” This was stated by 
Kani Yilmaz. one of the PKK leaders in Europe, in an 
interview with the German magazine STERN, which is 
published today. “Every German mark spent by a tourist 
in Turkey, means one dead man in Kurdistan. This ts the 
reason why the tourist industry 1s such an important 
target for us.” 


In Germany, the PKK and 35 related groups were 
banned a few weeks ago. France took similar steps. In the 
meantime, the Turkish opposition party DEP [Democ- 
racy Party], which ts supported mostly by Kurds, made 
an appeal to the Turkish Government and to the PKK to 
proclaim a truce. This truce should come into effect on | 
January, and last at least until 30 March, because of local 
elections being organized on 27 March. On a previous 
occasion, the PKK had already stated it would sabotage 
the elections. 


nae Ambassador Discusses Cooperation With 


NC2912155493 Istanbul HURRi VET in Turkish 24 
Dec 93 p 23 


[Report by Muharrem Sarikaya: “Iraq: Let's Cooperate 
Against the PKK™] 


[Text] Ankara—Turkey is making an effort to draw up a 
new policy on Iraq. Meanwhile, Rafi’ Dahham Mujjawil 
al-Tikriti, Iraq's ambassador to Turkey. has launched a 
diplomatic initiative to improve Baghdad's relations 
with Ankara. He called on Minister of National Defense 
Mehmet Golhan two days ago to inform him that Iraq is 
prepared to help Turkey in every field, from terrorism to 
economic issues. He conveyed the message that “Iraq is 
prepared to work with Turkey on intelligence-gathering 
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projects against the Kurdish Workers Party [PKK].” 
Ambassador al-Tikriti asked for an appointment with 
Golhan and Minister of Internal Affairs Nahit Mentese 
as Turkish officials continue to debate the question of 
Turkey's new policy on Iraq and the question of with- 
drawing the oil in the pipeline between the two countries 
to help Turkey recoup the losses ii has incurred as a 
result of the Gulf War. Golhan invited al-Tikriti to meet 
with him and held lengthy talks with him two days ago. 
Stressing that Iraq is prepared to help Turkey with all its 
problems, Golhan asserted: “They particularly want the 
intelligence organizations to cooperate against acts of 
terrorism. They are prepared to help Turkey in that 
field.” 


Golhan also asserted that Amb. al-Tikriti expressed the 
view that the cooperation of the intelligence organiza- 
tions will not affect the UN embargo. He said: “There is 
a need for information about acts of terrorism. I have 
observed that the ambassador was sincere in his offer.” 


Golhan emphasized that he told al-Tikriti that the rela- 
tions between the two countries can be improved if Iraq 
complies with the UN resolutions. He said: “The ambas- 
sador stressed that Baghdad will comply with the UN 
resolutions. Furthermore, he said that they are prepared 
to hold a dialogue on all the problems, from border 
security to the Kurdish problem and economic issues. 
This is a favorable development.” 


Ciller Discusses Joint Defense Systems With Iran 


NC3012093593 Istanbul CUMHURIYET in Turkish 22 
Dec 93 p § 


[Text] Prime Minister Tansu Ciller has hinted at a new 
defense alliance among Turkey, Iran, and Pakistan. 
Stressing that “the issue of establishing several control 
systems” is on the agenda of the three countries, she said 
that the new systems will oppose acts of terrorism and 
various forces. Recalling Turkey and Iran's decision to 
wage a common struggle against terrorism, Cilier 
asseried that that struggle can be fought in Iran or 
Turkey. 


In a statement on the proposed natural gas pipeline 
between Turkmenistan and Turkey, Ciller said the issue 
of the pipeline crossing through Iran will be clarified 
soon. 


Ciller addressed the True Path Party parliamentary 
group on the latest developments in external problems 
yesterday. Stressing that the two resolutions the UN 
organization has adopted on the Cyprus problem and 
terrorism—through Ankara’s initiatives—justify Tur- 
key’s approach, she recalled the attention her govern- 
ment has focused on Turkey's eastern border and said 
that Ankara has taken important initiatives in recent 
talks with the prime ministers of Pakistan and Lebanon 
and Vice President Hasan Habibi of Iran. 
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Asserting that Turkey, Lebanon, and Syria have moved 
to work on an agreement to supply electricity to Leb- 
anon, Ciller said Ankara wants to use that and other 
initiatives on cooperation to improve the relations and 
solidarity among the countries in the Middle East. 
Ciller described the guarantee Vice President Habibi 
gave to Turkey on terrorism as “a valuable assurance.” 
She said: “Turkey and Iran have decided to cooperate 
against terrorism. That can be in Turkey or Iran. The 
details of the cooperation will b: established in the talks 
between the security forces and the Interior Ministry in 
the next few days.” Explaining that a positive approach 
was adopted in her talks with Habibi on pumping 
Turkmenistan’s natural gas to Turkey through Iran, 
Ciller asserted that the issue will also be clarified in the 
next few days. She said: “The issue of several control 
systems is on the agenda of Turkey, Iran, and Pakistan. 
We are considering a joint defense system against ter- 
rorism and various forces.” 


17,000 Food Trucks Reportedly To Leave For Iraq 


JN3012100193 Amman AKHBAR AL-USBU' in Arabic 
30 Dec 93 p 1 


[“Exclusive™ report] 
[Text] Ankara—AKHBAR AL-USBU' has learned from 
various sources that Turkey will on 7 January send a 


convoy of 17,000 trucks laden with foodstuffs to Iraq in 
a move to break the blockade. 


AKHBAR AL-USBU" has learned that the Turkish 
prime minister was disappointed with her recent visit to 
the United States and meeting with President Bill 
Clinton. She told Clinton that since the Gulf War, 
Turkey has lost some $22 billion and that its revenues 
from oil and commercial deals with Iraq used to stand at 
some $7 billion a year. When she asked who would 
compensate Turkey for its losses, President Clinton said: 
When we talk about war, we do not care about its losses, 
but its results. 


AKHBAR AL-USBU" has learned that Baghdad has 
made all the necessary arrangements to receive this large 
convoy, the first of its size to arrive in Iraq. The convoy 
will return home carrying Iraqi oil. 

It is worth noting that trade between Iraq and Turkey 
started more than 50 years ago. Tens of thousands of 
families make a living from this trade. 


Bosnia'‘s Silajdzic Leaves Ankara; Cetin 
Comments 


TA2912191593 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1800 GMT 29 Dec 93 


[Announcer-read report over video] 


[Text] Bosnia-Herzegovina Prime Minister Haris Sila- 
jdzic ended his contacts in Ankara and left Turkey today. 
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He was seen off from Ankara Esenboga Airport by 
Foreign Minister Hikmet Cetin. 

In a statement here, Cetin said that the world remained 
passive before the death of 200,000 people in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina, adding that 1993 will be remembered as a 
really bitter year. He recalled that close to one million 
persons have been displaced in Bosnia-Herzegovina. 
Cetin pointed out that during the talks to be held in 
Geneva on 15 January, the Bosnian officials will have to 
solve the Serbs’ territorial problem and the Croatians’ 
problem of access to the sea. Even if an agreement is 
reached, he said, what is important will be its implemen- 
tation. 
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[Begin Cetin recording] We have agreed that it will be 
difficult to wumplement such an agreement without 
NATO, without a NATO force going there. Turkey will 
use all its means at its disposal regarding this aspect of 
the issue. If the world 1s not able to do these things, then 
the demand to lift the embargo is very justified. Then, 
Bosnia-Herzegovina can defend itself. It has been a very 
useful mecting. Turkey will extend all its support in the 
coming days regarding this issue. [end recording] 


Bosnia-Herzegovina Prime Minister Silajdzic said that 
during the talks, they discussed what the international 
community can do if the Serbs refuse to take a step back 
in Bosnia-Herzegovina. 






































i 
reer lh 
att =H 
ta Ht 
i ile Tn 
LiL i Bilt 
ae if 
i Hil HiT 
ie he 
AGL 














ia ame te 
Ste iG 

tl Hiei he 
i ee HE 
ML GUE 
Faglssige. $P23s82 HE 
a ie iy 
cli He ie 
pate ' : nas) 38 tls 
Hit HH BL all 








END OF 
FICHE 
DATE FILMED 


) JAN ~ 

















